ERRATA 
aliqua typographica fic corgat 


' 


Lector benignus. 


Pagina 4, lin? yy oloriaturam. pag.5,h. a f.1t aftluitis, pa.# 


tin.17 vobis cum. pag. 9, lin. af. 6 metuenduim, pag. 13, 


med. Anne. pa. 27,l.a fine 8 lint. pa.33 med. patronorum. 
pag.ss med, Diabolicam. pag-35 l. af. 5 locictate, pag. 38 
med. modium. pag, 40 med. quendam. pag. 41 lin. a fine 4 

futuram. pag. 46 lin. 13 caput pag. 65 med, adulatoribus. 
pag. 70 lin. gemm. lin. 11 excitandum, -, | 
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ESTATE FROM 


THE WORLDS CREA. 


TION TILL THIS PRESENT 
YEAR, I 6 2. 3» 


WHEREIN 


' 1S SHEWED SVMMARL 


LY, THE PROSPEROVS AND 
adverſe caſe of the Godly : 


} x Before the LaW. 


2 Vnder the LaW, ' Wo : \ 
3 Yuder Chri#l, in the time of the Goſpel, 


eALSO 
THE BEGINNING, RISING AND 


continuance of the Po orſh Kingdom, with 
her almoſt ple and cuin, 
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TO HIS RELIGIOVS 

MOTHER Mi7A1NEgE CHAPMAN, 

- Truomas Hircuineg WISHETH 
all health in this life,and «crernall happinclle 


in the life to come, &c. 


ace F firſt Satay had not been un- 
25 & haxkfull to God for his excellent 
I, creation he had never through pride 
Y preſumed to equivalent himfſeife 
" with his Maker, Adam churtſhly 
forgat God, When he taſted the for- 
bidaen fruit : For as pride is chiefe of evils, ſo in- 
gratitude 14 the root and ſeed plot of pride : there- 
pon one cone.udeth , thats all vices were conched 
#nd contained in an unthankfull perſon, 
It is high time therefore now for me to beſlir my 
ſelfe to renumerate, either With vecal or real thanks 
fulneſſe, ſome part of thiſe great and extraordina- 
ry favours , Which both my ſelfe , and my children 
aue received from you , moſt kind, carefull and 
reſpedtiue mother, : 
By deed I am never able , yea it is altogether for 
me impoſiible : by thought, in my private prayers [ 
haue alYaies remembred you , ever ſince eſpecially 
#t pieaſed God ( for my further tryall ) to take from 
me my moſt dear and loving ſpouſe your daughter. 
A 3 To 


zJ 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
By Word in pablick and familiar talk amone ff 
my neighbours and acquaintance , Fhaue not ceafed 
#0 on out and blaze your praife both to me and 
others according to your Worth, CAnd noW for a 
further and more ample teftimony of my forWuard. 
neſſe herein I haue preſumed to make you the Pa- 
zroneſſe of ſome f my labours, and for this re- 
fpedt,orc. EE 
We noW line in moſi miſerable times , Danicls 
nee, mixt of Iron and clay , Wherein We ſee daily 
many outwardly religious profeſſors of the Goſpell 
fall to idolatry , and Worſhipping of ſtrange Gods +- 
tet us therefore ſtrengthen and confirm one an other 
#1 the truth according to the proportion of our ta= 
dents: the ſame comrſe did the _ApoHles and Fae 
|  thers inthe p:imitine Church , aſe in the fearfull 
|  Fimes of perſecution. Wherefore I haue boldly ſet 
| don my cenſure of religion in this ſhort following 
| Diſcourſe : and doe dedicate the ſame unto you for 
| the ſurer eftabliſhment of your faith, and knowing 
your Willing zeale to propagate the truth, Thope you 
| | will make the ſame commenaatory both to my chil- 
| ren and others of your kinred , ſo long as it hall 
| pleaſe God to let you injuy this your earthly Taber= 
pace, 
T confeſſe it is neither ſp elegantly, nor exquiſite- 
E.- ty done, as T might , With longer tume and more ſe. 
{  110us paines - but Fhepe it hath the face, and othey 
Corporeall parts of ſincere truth, ready to oppoſe hey 
feife, and Withfland the furions darts of Satan and 
Hh his malicious complices, For therein Thane not either 
/ raſ hly or conjedturally adventured to tax and in- 


vel gh 


| The Fpiſtſe Dedicatory. 


weigh againſt Hereticks , Schifmaticks , and other 
Baalifts ; but probably haue ſhewed unto them 
their erroneous filtbinefs, by the approbation, autho- 


rity and Witnefſe of the mai godly, judicious, and 
#uthentick Writers, Fr, _ 

Let us therefore hold faſt our prefeſsion Without 
Wavering ; let not the leW'd lines of fome prephane 
Miniſters ; or the backſliding of Magiſtrates and 
great ones, force or intice us to irreligion and idola- 
zry : CAnd even noW, ſeeing our Adverſary the des 
®,ill, as a roarize Lion, Walketh about ſeekt 
Whom he may devorre ; the God of all orcs which 
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Chriſt Tefus, 

wake us perfett, confirm and ſtrengthen us : 

zo him bee all glory and dominion 
for ever and ever, 
Amen. 
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Ioſeph born, 


an neat ena. - 


ſold into Ao'ipt. 


30 


CITI Cre Cure cane 


37 


an eh ahi amow... 


loſeph lived after his father 


lacob 53 years,which maketh 
'he number up of 11e yearcs, 


nd thus far hath the book of 


Geackiss 


TE E CHVRCH 


ESTATE FROM THE 


BEGINNING, VERY. 
BRIEFLY, : 


2a Hat true verball Epithite- (Mili- 
OD > fant) attributed to the Church _ 
P of God here ypon carth.is,, not 
fe without many great and weighty 
J {> reaſons, now by us uſually given 
tothe ſame, in our daily and 
common. prayers: for if either wee look for 2 
proof hereof into the Law of God, or the | 
writings of the Prophets ; or into the Goſpell 
- which our Saviour by his foure Evangeliſts 
hath penned and left us: or afterward into the 
Aces of the Apoſtles, after Chriſts departure 
from them: wee ſhall then and there find what 
ſeverall croſſes and calamitics the true. mem- 
bers of leſus Chriſt, like valiant wartiours,from 
time to time hane ſuffered; further what in+ 
dignitics and contumelious uſage ever ſince 

Dc been , by wickedand ungodly Princes of- | 


fered to the Saints, is lefi r0.Us.in the wEingg 
JT O 


its the ”— 


[| A Briefe of the Churches Eflate PE 
of appravedZruthors : Not thereby: to'daum 


and diſcourage us, *but to provoke and animate 


us to run our race with cheerfulneſſe of mind, 


underall the miſeries and afflitions which in- 
raged tyrants.can' impoſe:upon us. That there- 
fo har OW es on wjarvs and view 


with more*facility the Church eſtate or Regj- 
ment ſince the beginning therof, itis not un- 
firting to divide this circumſtance of time into 


three parts, viz, 


Firſt; before the Law was given , or rather 
before the promiſe made to Abraham, which 
was counted voide, i 
© Secondly, under the Law, wv7z. af er the cal-. 
ling of Abraham: And the ſeparrion which 
God'made of him, and his progenie from all 


other narions and people. 


- Thirdly, under Chriſt : Firſt, part in hig 
life time : ſecondly, afier his paſſion, 1ill the 
finall deſtrytion of the Temple by Tirus ; 


which happencd in the worlds age 40<6 year, 


_ according to the opinion of worthy Authors; 
, Laſtly, moſt remarkeable things done under 


ſeverall ſucceeding Empires ſince , till now 
1623, OS : | Y 
| Although many doe very flenderly and 
lightly accountand eſteem of the prophcſic of 
the houle of E zah,conc-rning the continuance 
of the world 6000 yeares; and that rightly in 
regard of the vvrong and falſe diviſion of the 
vyhole,: into three proportionable and equall 
.tyv0 thouſands: yet vvhat, may be a ſaid 
: | ClC« 


+ © 


Een. 9.2 
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herein for the approbation thereof ,- is not to 
be contemned, nor altogether nullyfied and 
rejected ; for thus hath Naprer. 

The Apoſtle S.Perer, faith a thouſand yeares 
are as one day in Gods ſight, anda day asa 
thouſand yeares : conſequently our 11x daies 
of work commanded us by God here upon 
earth, repreſen:eth 6000 yeares of worldly 
cares and iravels in this life : After which ſhall 
come our Eternall Sabaoth and reſt in the glo- 
ry of heaven, ſignified unro us by our Saboa: h 
or ſeventh daies reſt ; Forſure lam, rhat no 
figure can appear more evident, conſonant or 
agreeable with theſe ſixe dates of work, and 
ſeventh day of reſt : then tne preſent miſeries | 
of this world, and eternall reſt hereafter, Theſe 
daics ſhill be ſhortaed for the Elefts lake; Marh. 
24. 2<, Mark,13.20, 
 Thefirſt two thouſand yeares, which are 
counted voide, continned till, or neer about 
the death of Noah; as ſome account , ſhwing 
reaſons for the ſame, as hereafter 1 will note. 
For the Floqd, or generall Deluge, happened in 
the year of the world, 1656, and Noah lived 
, atter the ſame 350 yeares; which maketh up 
that account, and ſomewhat more, wvzz, ſixe 
YEAres. 
 Thereaſon why this /as ſome holdeth)with 
the remaining time following , till the birth 
(as ſome hath) and others, rill the calling of 
Abraham was counted voyd; was, becauſe there 


'was 20 certain, politicall , and Ecclcliafticall. 
gOVCLie 


4 COA Breife of the Churches Fſinte. 
government , cither of the Common: weale, 
or Church appointed , but from father to fon; 
nor any diviſion or diſtinQion made thereof 
amonglit peoples and nations. 


wn 
Prima e/Atas Mundi. 


FOO R the truth is, our firſt parents Adays - 
and Evah, not abiding, or continuing one 
day in their bleſſed eſtate: but falling from that 
finceriiy and purity , wherein they were crea- 
ted; by the breach and tranſgreſſion of Gods 
Law bad altogether thereby made themſelys 
blockiſh, dull and uncapable of the truth; and 
likewiie their poſterity to the worlds end , by 
them to be begotten, was conceived and born 
in ſin, ignorance, and corruption : none afrer 
them had any glympſe or ſparks of knowledge 
lefrin them : What good ſoever was found in 
any one, came not by generation; bur by the 
gift of God, of his own freewill , notwith- 
ſtanding mans ingratitudeand fearefull diſobe= 
dience. Although God in his juſiice curſed 
the carth; 2 put him out of that excellent place 
of Paradice; 3 took order that he ſhould never 
return thither again, the conſideration wher« 
of was very woefull to man : yer he lefr tim 
not clean deſtitute. of his gracious and merci- 
full help,but promiſed him deliverance by the 
ſeed of the woman; ſecondly, 'he iaughi him 
what dutifull ſervice he ſhould uſe in thankful. 
mm ——— 
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| neſſe to him, in hope and confidence of fu- 


Ratio. 
Gen. 3o21. 


Gen. A. 2» 


ture happineſſe by Ieſus Chriſt, For without 


all doubt or ſcruple, when 1dam was once a fa- 


ther of two ſonnes, Cain and Habe!; hee by 
- Gods direCtions; firſt, provided things neceſſa- 
ry for them, for Godclothed him; lecondly, 
appointed them their ſeverall trades, or courte 
of life, as rillivg the gronnd and keeping of 


ſheep ; thirdly,both as a father and Pricſt, rold 
them what meanes of ſalvation was offred to 


them by Chriſt. And certainly in the ſtedfait 
faith of this do@rine dyed righteous Fabe! ; 
fourthly , hee taught them how they ſhould 


ſeruc God aright, intimated to us by their ſacri- 
fices, which was uſed and performed by theſe 
two brethren fora three-fold end : 1 'to con- 


feſle and acknowledge the great increaſe of 
their corn and cattell, not to come by their 
own induſtry , but the onely bleſſing of God; 
and ia ſign and token of their gratuity and 


thankfulneſſe ro him they offered part of their 
fruits: 2 to confeſſecheir ſinnes:and that they 


had deſerved puniſhment for the ſame ; it was 


requiſite in the lewiſh Law.every one offering 


a beaſt ſhould lay his hand upon his head : ſig- 7p, 


nifying rhereby his own fault , not the beats 


' which was offered: 3 to repreſent the future 


ſhedding of Chriſt his bloud, being the pro- 


miſed ſeed of the woman, as he hath now gi- 


4 , % x , FIT... Fw 
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Math. 26. ven us the Sacrament of the Lords ſupper, as a Mark.2. FE 


26, tokenandpledgeof his deathand ſuffering ,"*3* 
Lik.22+19 * © 1g, 
nod alrcady bypaſt for our redemption and delive-' 


BD 2 rance, 
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rance. And without all controverſie Fabel re- 
Heb. 11.4. lyingſolely, and fixing his fazzh upon Chriſt 
.to come, offered his bei fa:lings : but Cazza 
worldly minded man , thought any part or 
portion of his goods ſufficient to facrifice : 
 Whoie godlcfle and wicked thoughts, God 
Gen. 4.5.6. koWv1#9 ard repehendine, made him mad; and to 
. goe in his paſſionate fury and deſperate diſcon- 
tentedneſſe, and flay his brother #abel, being 
the firſt Martyr, After which grievous fratry- 


cide, faithleſſe Caiz , more regardirg the hay- 


nouſneſle of his ſin then truſting in Gods mer- 
cies, never meant to aske pardon for the ſame: 
Pondering altogether Gods abſolute juſtice, 
not the depth and worth of his mercies, but 
denounced againſt himſelfe his own perpetuall 
 worsrocomezand if it had been poſſible would 


haue fled from Gods prelence, asa deſperate 


Ruffin , not intending any reformation , but 

Tather augmentation of his former lewd beha- 

viour : and ſo being piophane himſelfe, all his 

Ler a!] ſy. Polterity proved the like, Regis ad exerpli rorus 
periours componitur orbis, Thus we may ſee and perceiv 
oe gave h:w 1n the very infancy of the worlds age,ihe 

ple | 

toth:ir in. Wicked got the upper hand of the godly, and 
feriours, perſecuticd the beloved Saints, 
Now Avet being dead, God {ent Adam ano- 

ther godly ſon in his room, named Serb, whoſe 


progeny coninued ſome foure generations in 


Adamand .eh lived : for Ad.m doubilefle by 


Gods appointment): erected and builded two 


ercat 


worſhipping rightly the irue God; to long as 


1 


(F Briefe of the Churches Eflate, #9 
great Tables,or rather pillars of ſtone,in which 
he wrote the creation of every thing, and laſt of 

' _ man, to teach us chat God would reſt 8 delight 
ln. in us: 2 the fall of man through his own 
he eff:&. _. 2 E ; 

of ide, Pride and preſumption : 3 the reſtoring of him 
© Withour by the meer mercies of God in * freely promi= 
our delert Gng his ſonne. oe | 
And theſe Tables were ſeated in one ſure 

and known place , being eſteemed then, their 

temple and plate of reſort for the pertormance 

of their ſacrifices, and the hearing and reading 

of ſuch precepts and laws, as God gaue unto 
Aqam,and he to his poſterity. For thither came 

all the off-ſpring of Sezh, being the viſible 
Church, to hear and learn Gods word :t the 

mouth of the cheife fathers of families, whom 
all the reſt did reverence and obey mildly and 

_ willingly : the authori;y and government be- 

fore the floud being, not Regall,but Pacernall, 
Amoneſt all other worthy perſonages of that 


age, :xcc:; ſuperexceeded: whoſe godly prophe- 


Inde 14, lies are exiant with us at this day. 
This religious and pyous Prince (godlines 
decaying and Cairns wicked brood and Seths Gen.6.4: 

g marrying together ) was tranſlated from a- | 
Thos Pro mongſt men and /zving taken into heaven. Gen. 5, 24: 
:mmorra. Which we necd not think to be ſecretly done 
Icy of the but jn the ſight of the Church being congrega- 

a ted; And the moſt ſpeciall fithers even look- 
prophane 12g ON and preſent : o:herwiſe the. relation 
Sadduces. thereof would not haue beene ſo perfeQly de- 
livered unto poſterity. After the tranſlation 
TOTES . = GS _— 
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of Enoch although there were other-godly fa- 
thers, catlogued by Moſes; yet amongſt all. 0- 
thers the moſt famous preacher of righteouſ- 
neſſe was Noah : who called and crycd day and 
night :0:the wicked for repentance of their 


ſinnesand amendement of their forepaſſed evill. | 


liacs : bur they were deaf and would not . be: 
admoniſhed, God therefore cauſed him to 
begin the building of a great Ar or ſhip which 
he-was in finiſhing 120 yeares, for he put into 
ir ſome of every living Creature, beſides 


| himlelfe. his three ſons with their wives; and 


in the ſame veſſcll was he, and all with him fſa- 
ved from the generall deluge ; whoſe hiſtory 
Moſes ſetieth down particularly. 

_ By this wee ſec the ſmall number of Gods 
children,being compared to the wicked of this 
world; hereare but cjght God ſparcth, and 
{ome of them ungodly, even violating natures 
bond, viz. Ham. Moſt true it is which Chriſt 


Aatb.7.13 uttered: Narrow is the way unto falvation,and 
few there be that. finde it. Now as God being a 
juſt Iudge againſt all ſtiffe-necked and impeni- 


tent ſinners, did ſweep away and drown them 
by the floyd of waters: ſo it pleaſed him of his 
infinite goodnefle and mercy, not onely to 
Zrant unto Noah his life, with all his , but allo 


to teach him how he would be truly worſhip- 
ped. And becauſe the firſt committed lin after 
generation, was bloudſhed, God before all 
things commanded Noah that murder ſhould be 
puniſhed, to invite us thereby and flirrus up to. 
: mayer ET - 
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Gew, 14.185i714 , and was after called King of Salem, and 
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that mutuall and unfeigned loue, whichour #41 ; 73.4.9; 
Toh. 13, 34 vViour himfſelfe and his Apoſtles did ſo often wiſh ! Cor. 13. 


35 to evEry one in their life times. Thoſe godly ” 
 admonitions and precepts did Noah teach his i Fer. 4.8: 
ſonnes: But Shem proved to be his fathers moſt 
vertuous heire : for Noah after the waters was 
dryed from the face of the carth, planteda 
vinevard,and drinking thereof, through weak- 
Gen. 9. 21 nefſe and infirmity of nature, was drunk; wher- 
22, upon derided and taunted by his{on Cham,who 
therefore was curſed , but covered by loving 
1avhethand religious She, In whoſe poſterity 
it pleafed the Almighty to plant true religion 
and his ſincere worſhip , /and he, that is, god- 
lineſfſe decaying at Baby/o») who went into . 
Hcb.7o1> 


true Prieſt of the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of 
heaven and earth. Aſter waoſe departure from 
thoſe Countries bordering upon the river E4- 
phrates, wickedneſſe and miſchiefe ranged and 
raigned cyery where, For Terah the father of loſs. 24. 44 
Abraham is noted to bean idolater, and Nimrod 
4 huge Gyant of the race of wicked Cham, firſt | 
Gen.10.8.9 took upon him to r#:e cz, andto domineer_ 
o.cr others , and was chiefe about the build- 
| ing of that infamous Tower of Babel , where- 
at the differences of languag: scame,forctold by 
Gen,10.25 godly Eber, ſoon aficr which dyed righteous 
Noah ; when as the ſecond age began his en- 
trance, which many obſerveth to take place 


SG 


at Abrahams birth , not ſtaying the time of his 


R:ſ-n. calling, becauſe God in his gracious provi- 
Res | dence 


OM12.9, 
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dence had from cternity appointed and ordai- 
- ned him the father of all the faithful, 


ABA. 1h 
Secunda Mund! e/Etas. 
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V 7 Hich period of time js counted under 
| V Law , for now God in his mer- 
cies had brought Shem formerly out of Arme- 
menia, and other the adjacent Countries neer 
Euphrates from amongſt Idolaters , into Siria, 
or rather Paleſtina, teaching him what ſervice | 
he ſhould performe and execute, And after him 
God called 1braham at 52 years old (fo long af- — 
| ter the death of Noah, for Abraham was borne ; 
| Two years Reere about his death) out of his natiue coun- Gen.11. 37 | 
after. try, VIZ. Yr of the Chaldeans,into that land where abode 
his fore-father and anceſtor Shem had ſeated 
himſelfe, and then gaue him certain holy pre- 
cepts of his ſervice; after that he gaue him ihe Gen. 12.7. 
Een. 14-18. ſign of CarcumCciſion , then th ele two Patriarchs Gen: 17.12 | 
. meeting together, were poſſeſſed with unſpeak- 
able joy, ſeeing Abraham the ninth from Shems 
was called into the ſociety and fellowſhip of 
the Saints, having both a certain carthly habj- 
tation, given to him and his poſterity, and 
alſo the promiſe of our deliverance by Ieſus 
Gen 15. 1. Chriſt rexewed;yea,all the Nations of the world 
&»wſ'5. jn him and his ſeed perpetually blefſcd,and de- 
livered from the curſe of the Law, Gal.3, 12, 
Nevertkeleſſe this now happio eſtate ' of 
Abraham was not free from many outward ca« 
ns _— Jamities, 


ba 
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hamitics, for dwelling in that good promiſed 
land of Canaan was oppreſſed with famine; 
thereupon forced to goe into fruitfull Egipt 
( wicked Hams allotted inheritance ) when 
through infirmity and weakneſle of his faith , 


Gen. 12.19 he. denygd his wife. By whom we may take no- 


tice of our own inability, and what we are 
naturally, without the powerfull arme of Al- 
mighty God, Afterward growing rich, and 
having all worldly wealth in aboundance , hee 
found himſelfe yerily difcontented , in being 


Gmn.15.23 Childleſſe ; and thereof complained unto God, 


who in mercy comforted him with large pro- 
miſes of an heire, both of his goods and ver- 


Gen.7.19 tues;commanding his name to be called 1ſaack, &* 


Ile 154, 


and that he ſhould be circumciſed the eighth 4s 3. 


day,which accordingly was performed. Twen= 
ty flue yeares after , when ſaack was grown a 


hopefull and towardly yong man , yea prone - 


to all holy and godly exerciſes, ſo that his reli- 
_ gious father in him mightily rejoyced; even 
then God bad him facrifice this his onely and 


beloved fon 1aack to him for a burnt offering , ©t-22-1.3 


| which Abraham undertook both cheerfully 
and willingly, and had ſurely flain fo deer a 


ſon, had he notbeen by ſo good a God prever- Yaſ 13. 


ted. From hence veiw Abrahams readineſſe in 
obeying: who certainly knowing Gods juſtice 


infinite, and power omnipotent, even able to vas: Fs 14 
raiſe up children unto him out of foes, held it 9%: 39+ 


better to obey then ceremoniouſlly to ſacrifice, 
accounting denyall or rebellion to Gods be- 


C heſts, 


rIEIFRIOrs v3 WOab tt > 10k BER 4s AA GO IH CUTE: AAA. eh AE IIS as. 6. OG 


22+2J0 


I2 4 Briefe of the Churches Effate, 
1 $4m. 15, heſtsas the ſin of Wizckcraft, and tranſgreſſion 


thereto as Idolatry, From this former ſtory like- 
wiſe we may colle& the large precin& and 
wide bounds of rule the wicked had in thoſe 
daics , compared to the narrow compalle the 
members of the true viſible Church inhabited, 
Many great Kingdomes in the race of thegod- 
leſſe were already ſtart up : the chiefe was at. 
Babylon and Niniveh in Aſſyria, and in Egipr, 


_. beſides many other inferiour Kingdomes, In 


the midſt whereof, the true Church although 
perſecuted, remained evermore triumphant;for 
juſt Lox led capriue by his enemies was delive- 


Gen.14.16, red by Abraham, and after, in the fearfull de- 


ſtruction of Sodom by the ſaving Angels, Now oc. 19.16 
that faithfull 4braham waxed old he was careful 
of his {on 1ſaack (for he had more children by 


Hagar and Concubines , alin ignorantly committed by him = 
Retarah. and other Patriatchs) future happineſſe ; and 


therefore ſent his principall ſervant to provide g,, , 4.33 
a wife for kimamongſt his own kinred : who 4- 
being married to Rebeka Labans (lifter, Abraham 
in proceſle of time. viz. 15 years atf.er the birth 
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of 1ſauand Icob , dyed, being 175 yeares 014, Gen. 25.79, 


His fon 1ſzack lived hopeleſle afier his fnarriage 5: 

of any iſſue very long : yet after the ſpace of 
twenty years God ſent him two ſonns at one 

birth, even Fſa# and 7acob, In the family Gen. 25.25 
of the yonger hee eſtabliſhed his cove- **: 


Gen. 28.13 nant made to hisfathers. The ſeverall qualiics 


CTYEE) 


and particular conditions of thefe two bre- 
thren, are fully deciphered, and let out to us 
Wn 
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LL Briefe of the Churches Eftate. . th 
in the firſt book of Moſes : Onely here let us 
take notice of the manifold temptations wher- 
wichall ele&ed Facoh was tryed. Firſt, by the 
opprobrious threatning of his injurious and 

Gen. 27. 41 perſecuting brother Eſau; ſecondly, Labans 
treachery and diflimulation wiik him concern- 
G-n.'9.:3 ing h's wife; thirdly, L.6425 hard and churliſh 


G-n. 31 7. uſage of himin changing his wiges er times, 

& 4! _ oroftea; fourthly,the raviſhnear of his one- 
ly daughter Dyza4,and the cruelty of his ſonnes G-».34. 2. 
againſt the offendors ihe Sychemzres; fifthly,the © 25-V- 
wanton and inceſtuous prank of his eldeſt ſon 

&22-35-22 puben, Iſaack yet living ; lixtly, by the grievous 
loſſe of his godly ſon 7p? ; ſeventhly,conſfi- 9: 37-33 

_ dering the raſh and jnconſiderate marriage of * ” 

EE I:idaah , his carnall folly with Tami, and 

Een.38. the wick2dncſl: of Err and 2nay; eightly and 

Gen.4% Jaſtly by famiac, whetwich he andall his houſ- 
hold were oppreſſed: yet in all theſe manifold 
croſſes God was itill his upho!der and comfor- 
ter, as :hez ſeverall places in Gereſss treating up= 
on the ſam2 matters doe largely wiineſfe ard 
teſtifie ; yea, wien notonely the care for 70- 
ſephand Symeo# did ſore vex and torment him, 
but the lack of his yongeſt fon Beniamin, did 

gaule and neerly touch him; even then by the 

all-ſecing power and providence of the High- 

eſt, was he raiſed from the loweſt pit to the 

height of all worldly proſperity, and to 

ſuch an incomparable meaſure of preſent feli- 

City that it did force and compell him, with 


- 
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Ges-45.23 gn overgrown extafie of joy tg cry out, have 
C3 enough , 


1s, COA Brieftof the Churches Fſlate, 
 enonh Foſeph is aliue , Iill ſee him ere T die, 
 Theconſfideration h ercof is full ſufficient ts 
perſwade all the godly ro dependupon ſuch 
ooodneſſe: we may not take the perverſecourſe 
of Cain, Ackirophe!, or Iudas; but with Davidas 
he had formerly ſlain a Lyon anda Bear, ſohe 
2 $2.17. made no doubt to kill Gotz4h , for let us ſted- 
36. faſtly hope, that as God hath created us, 1e- 
deemed us, and daily feedeth'us, fo hee will 
evermore defend, prote@ and keep us : hee ca. 
Zak 12.6- reth for the birds, how much more for his own 
image and f1militude. Eo - 
 Licob now being ſentfor into Fgipt by his 
ſon ſeph , prepared himſelfe readily for the Gen: 46. 17 
journey, although then he was 130 yeares old ; 
he lived there after full 17 yeares, and in that 99-47. 9 
ſpace no doubt (being for his vertues admired 
and eſpecially noted ) he often talked with the 
then godly King Pharavh, and amongſt that 
unciv1ill and barbarous people, Hams iflue, left ; 
ſuch reliques of religion and learning, that ok 
the ſavour thereof continued almoſt 3005 | 
| yeares ; even all the times of the foure famous 
Monarchies, CAjyrian, Perſian, Grecian , Ro- 
2:41; till it was overflown by the diveliſhapo- 
ſtalie of unlucky Mahowet the {ubtill Arabian, 
In continuanee of time, hee and all his ſons, 
the 12 Patriarchs dyed in Egiptr. After whoſe 
death we reade notany thing worthy of re- | 
membrance till Moſes ; as onety the bold ex-. ns | 
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pedition of the Ephramites into Paleſtina, in 
" the lite time of Ephraim, where they were all. 
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CA Briefe of the Churches Eftate, T5 
- th:y.5t ſlain, for the relying upon the prerogatiue and 


excellency of their Tribe, they thought to 


ſhake of the bondage of Egipt, which began 
to be ſomewhat grievous unto them ,. by the 
ſtrength of their own arm , bur let us not truſt 
PA.146,2:jin man, for vaine is his help. 1n18.5) 
, .. Now that the outward and viſible ſtate Ec- 
cleſfiaitick , was ſeated in the fertile ſoil of E- 
gipt. in the houſe of 7acob; it was within the 
juciſdicion and rule of another Pharaoh, who 5941.20 
cavycd the good of Iſrael : he therfore made 
hard laws and ſevere ſtatutes againſt them,. ty= 
'.  rannically commanding all the Hebrews male 
drrſ-22 children to be caſt into the river Nylus, and 
viſe 17 compelling all thereſt to burn bric+, and build 
him houſes of pleafures,whoſle ruins yet ſtand: 
no:iwithſtinding when his fury againſt them 
wasat the hotteit, God did not fail them nor 
forſake them, but delivered and freed them 
from his tyrannie, . | 7, 
Note. Butbefore we paſſe any further, letus take 
view of theſe con{tdera:ions, 1 the fewnes of: 
 'Godschoſen, even in the flock and family of 
The Pz the faithfull : for what multitude of Nations 


piſts poli- and Kingdoms had now proceeded from the 


tio. foc 


maltitude loins of godly Shen and faithfull Avraham . 
and gene- Which were altogether degenerated , fallen The Pope 
rali'y 14- gpzy, and become abominable , yea ulter CNe- May ect. 
WEN mies to Gods people, as namely, the Afſirians, 
"* the Madianites, the Edomites, the Amalckites, 
Pal. 83. the Hagarens, the Moabites, the Ammonites, 
_ every one in their time was agreat {courge ' 
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16 OA Breifeof the Churches Ffiave, 

and plague to poore Jerufaiew : 2 the manj- 
{1d miſeries incident to the rrue profeflors of 
Gods truih. For whar could happen mote yrk+ 
ſome and grievous unto well devoted Shem, 


| then to ſee in his hfe 11ime ſo many and irreli- | 


Gen. 21 «9. 


Gene 26-15 


gious ympes of his own ſtock and progeny, 
4b:aham doubileſſe loved iſmacl, forhe prazed 99-273: 
forhim; yet afier that he ſaw and knew him 

mock Iſaack, the fon by promiſe, a tign of re- ds 
probation, and called perſecutoin; yea, with 
whatinward ſorrow was Old /aackt perplexed 

wi h the /e d behaviour of his eldeſt ſon Zſas, Gen. 26.34 
being a manifeſted reprobite in his time ; be- 35+ 

ſides how was he from time to time moleſted 

in d:ggzne his wells for water : no ſure reſting 

place had helef. him , bur-lived as a ſtranger 

and pilgrim in thar land which was fo often 
promiſed to his father Abraham, - As for Iawbs 

croſſes they are already mentioned, to whoſe 

ſeed and progeny being in bondage and du-: 

rance in Fgipt, God tent a Deliverer, even 

Moſes , of the tribe of Levi, and gaue to him 

for his further confirmation of his goodneſle, 

mighty power to work ſignes and Wonders be- Exod. 4.17 
fore Pharaoh andail his people; for even the 
Wizards and Sorcereis of Egipt were aftonied Fxod.8.19 
and amazed thereat, This Moſes was by his pa- 

rents ihrown out into Nilus, wrapt in a little *x-24- 
basket of ſedge; pitched within and withour 

much likea cradle; taken up and faved from 


prſ's. & 6drowning by the Kings daughter Thermatis : and 


of chap. 3 


by her toſtercd and brought up very deerly and- 
fmmepn — tender- 


—— . 
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A Briefe of the Churches Effate. 1p 
tenderly, the ſpace of 40 yeares. In which 
time hee was appointed Captain Generall 


Toſebbus de againſt the Erhivpians; who by his valiant and 
#ntiq.4b, politick condut was made ſubject and tributa- 
rieto the Egiptians. Afterward /ing \ asa 
Exod.3.12 zealous hater of wrong ) an injurious fellow ; 
and ſetting an attonement betwixt two conten- 
perſ. 14, tious Iſraelites; the one wherof upbrarded him 
Exod.2.21 with the former, he fled into the land of Ma- 


_ atan, (the yſlue of Abraham by Keturah) where ygf 15; 


he maryed a wife by whom hee had children. 
Remaining there 4o years, and keeping his 


| ſheep upon the top of mount $z4/ , God dill xx. 31.24, 


appear unto him, commanding him to goe, 
for the deliverance of his people,into Egipt. 

He, although ſlowly, went and pa 
the ten plagues upon Pharavh,and his land; but 
carryed Gods choſen through the red ſea into 


the Deſert of Arabia;where he governed them Fx.14. 22. 


40 yeares., encamping therein in 42 ſeverall 
places. There hee received the Law written in 


two Tables of /oxe by Gods own finger. What Fx94-26: 


oi her things vefell, hisown writings largely 
manifeſteth : And how both he, for not glo- 
rifying God, and all the reſt,for their Idolatry, 
ſaving Hſhua and Caleb, dycdin the wilder- Ne 


umb. 44: 
2 


nefle. FFo 


The faid ſhua of the ſtock and race of 
Ephraim, undertaking the charge of rule after 
the death of Moſes, led the Ifraclites through 
the river Iordan, dry footed into the promiſed 


land of Canaan, And making a full conqueſt 
ESR thereof 
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 thereof,divided the ſame by /c7 unto the twelue 


Tribes every one his portion, Which being 
carefally performed and ended, giving charge 


to fear Goa, hedied 110 yeares old, being a 


true type and figure of Jeſus, the Mediator of 
mankind. RT 

Thus now are the Iewes ſeated in the long 
promiſed land flowing vyvith milk and honey , 
whole affluence ſo abounded, that it made 
them kick and revcl/againſt God; and therfore Jade. 2.15, 
he gaue them over into their enemies hands , 72: 
vvho evil intreated them. But even then, vvhen 
they cryed unto him, he heiped them, and ſuf- 1udg. 3.9. 


fered not their adverſaries tg triumph over 


Jude.s. 


Fudg. 4. 
Iadg.1 i, 
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them, for hee ſent them ſtrong Deliverers 


termed Iudges ; as namely 0rhontel, Ehud, Sam- Tnde.3.21. 


gar, Gideon, Barak, I:'pthe, Sampſon, and Samuel, hi 
After all this,at their own deſire and requeſt a 

ne appointed a King over them, even Saul of 10. 

the Tribe of Bezjamin, But he backſliding from 

that heroick goodnefle, vyherin he royally be- 

gan his government vyas vexed vvith a dzvell, 

and therfore after forty jeares being {ain by the 4413.21 

Philiſtims., David of the Tribe of Inda vvas 

annoynted , a man after Gods own heart, yet 1 Sam.1, 

ſabje& to fall, as to adultery and murder, very "4: 


dangerouſly : vvherfore hee vvas puniſhed ſe- TOO Tf 


verely, to the juſt terrour of others, His daugh- 


ter T ama; by her brother unnaturally raviſhed, * Sam. 137. 


| 14, 
here inceſt, ©2920» the delinquent by ano- 


ther brother /atz : here fratricide, And bſo- 2 Sam.13: 
{om a.rebell againſt his ovva father ; here pa- 2 
tricide 
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tficide was: hanged, (a fearfull thing) by his : San.18. 
own hair. | —- a 
| Yet did not God altogether forſake or for- 
2 Sam-22. gethim , bur gaue him peace in his age: and {o 
he dying left it, and his Kingdom , to the wi- 
ſeſt S4/0m709, A Prince of peace, who in the 
beginning of his raign, to Gods future glory 
and worſhip, builded that moſt magnificent 
» Rings. Temple , renowned to poſterity; admired hee Some 
w3s in forrain Countries, for his- exqui-1* 
; : [he 3050 
ſite knowledge and admirable wiſedome. yeare of 
1 Kings 10 So that the Erhiopian © teenand others came to rac world. 
2 © 242? hear, ſee, and learn of him ; he wrote many 
s King 4. bookes de rerum natura , He was wiſer then any , Kin4-31 
33s #az; yet notwithitanding all this he loved 
many women; And by their means fell to 
grofle Idolatry. Let him that fſtandeth take 
heed leſt he fal, But God in mercites awakened 
him out of this drowſie ſleep renued his ſpirit 
.inhim : andin the later end of his dates he 
wrote his Eccleſiaites : a book of repentance. 
witerein he clearely and divinely depain:eih 
and ſetteth out to us : that he had formerly by 
all-means endevourcd to get conrent in world- 
ly deligh:sand pleaſures; but he found nothing Fecle/es » 
therein unto expeRation ,. all was meer-vani- © 2. 
ty and vexation of ſpirit: And therefore ac- 
compting all things drofſe and dung in reſpe& F#/ 
of Gods favourandthe true knoWledge of hea- 
venly things. He exhorteth all to the fear of 
God, whercin all bleſſednes and fe/icity onely 241 — 
conſiſtea, An abſolute andeyidentargument of Zcel.c2. i 
os 


I Ning.T, 
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Gods goodnes, and favour towards him, Gods 
Kom.11.29 decree is immutableand uxchangeable : his love - 
continueth to the ex, againſt the opinion of 1,4 z1.z; 
all Paritanicall Idyots , ſelf conceited and ſick 
braind Stoicks, impudent and brazen-faced 
Cenſurers; who hating and loatbingall men, 
but themſelvs, the worlt, goe about to dive 
into Gods ſecrets : to ſit in judgment of others 
Math.7. 1. altogether forbidden : and to publiſh and re- 
veal that, the knowledge whereof God whol- 
ly reſerveth to himſelfe. But 1 purpoſe brevi- _ 
tie , and therefore ſeemeth it idle and ſuper=  - 
fluous to rehearſe and capitulate that which is 
already recorded. For the fatall renting,and di- 
viſion of tcn Tribes from Salomons fon, by his © Þ 
ſervant Ieroboam, from him , all the ſucceſſive 
idolatrous raignes in Iſraels Kingdome. How 
God neverthelefle was mercifull to them , ſent 
them ZEliah and Eliſha to reſtore religion 
amongſt: Their overthrow and recaptivity for | £ 
2 Xing- 17. their Idolatry by Salmanaſer;and laſtly,the wics- L 
kedneſle of ſome 1udihs Kings , with decay of | 
piety and religion amongſt their people. The 
cauſe of the ruin and ſubverſion of that King- 
2 Aing25. dom,with the Temple,by Nabuchadnezar,with 
2 Chro, 36s * "© ; | 
MI, their ſervitude under that Empire 70 yeares ; is | 
fully related in the book of Ged. By 
E © Likewiſe how in their Babyloniſh exile and \ 
baniſhment, and in all other garboyles and _ 
outward calamities ( as afore the captivity ) ſo | 
then, God from iime to time protefted,and al- 1 
ſiſtedthem, by railing up worthy perſonages : 


* Fw 
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amongſt them; as Varie! and his fellows: Mor-Dan1, 


wn 3-2» ccas » Famans ban e, E:ipa, Nehemiad , ihat parer 
Z: +2 3, 


patrie: and Zorabal el; who by C15 ( Eabels 
deſtroyer, and Gods ar.noynted ; his grant,and 
permiſſion brought them again 1n:o Canaan : - 
Rebuiided the Temple : of whom came Ch:7f, 17ub.r13 
and whole poſterity, entitled Captains, gover=- 
ned, till /aza, ſlain by perfidious Antiochns 7 pi- 
phanes : vvhich Siriack King ( typically Aanti- 
chriſt) driven out of #gipt by the command 
of the Roman Legate Pop-:lins, in his rage uſed 
ercat cruelty againſt [eruſalem, compelling the 1 
cating of Swinesfleſh; and deſolated the Tem- 
ple for three years and an halfe, butat the end 
of that time, it- was cleanſed by that valiant 1qh.4, | 
T:das Macchabens of Lewies Tribe; and his two 
Aeach.g.1z brethren Tonathan and Simon, ſucceeding one 
e.16. another-in the Prieſthood and Government, 

Who every one of them contraQing peace 

with che Romans and Spartans, were all three 

ſain. God will nor giue his glory to any other, 

neither ovght we to truſt in men or horſes. . 21.146. 
Joſeph. d The ſonne ſonnes of Symon took Regality 
Indeo. ant. pon them , proved very prophane Sadduces, 

and Vſurpers themſelues, contended rogether 
for the Crown ; was therefore ſubdued by the 
Roman Cap:ain Powpe:; and by Athony and Au- 
guitus, analien and ſtranger ſubſtituted in the 
place : even Herod, ſurnamed Aſealonites, An ; 
7ipaters ſon, an Idumean, | 

Notwi hſtanding all theſe hinderances: Re- 

ligion, being outwardly fled, and baniſhed : 
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22 _ OA Briefe of the Churches Fate. 
Idolatry, yea Athciſm, rangingand triumphing 
by the ceremonious ſuperſtition of the Phart- 
fies, and prophane Epicuriſm of the Saddu- 
ces; God preſerved a remnant and ſmall com- 
Lk, 2,25. pany of the godly : as Smeon, Zatharie, the r,6..61 
parents of Tſephand Mary, who abhorred all 


ungodlineſſe, and truely called on the name of 
the Lord. NY 


"CHAP. Ht, - 
Tertia eAEtas Mund:. 


| A ND now was the ſecond age of the 
world almoſt finiſhed; and the time well 
nigh at hand, as old 7acob propheſied for Shr- Gen.49g.18 * 
lohs comming. IESVS is born at Berhlem 
Tuk% Tudgh; Peace being proclaimed through out 
Ieb.i, the whole Reman Empire. The Word is made v 
fleſh; the innocent male children are mnrd:red, SEE 
the ſeed promiſed to Eva), is now under the 
Law, to-redeem us from the curſe of the Law. 
At :weae zeares of age,asa King of true peace, Luk 2. 423 
commeth into his own Temple at Salem, ap- 
poſcth the great DoQors and Rabbins of the v./ 5. 
| Iewiſh Law. Hee is baptized at 3o yeares of Luk, 3-23: 
| Mwuk1,o age , then manifeſted by the Spirit to 1ohn Bap- 
_ 74/{, andappointed by the father a Teacher, 
whom we muſt hear, Andat this time towards | 
 theend of theſecond 2000 yeares : The ſe- | Ho 
ven Seales menijoned in the ſixthand eighth 
chapter of the Revelation, began their account 
at Or neex the midſt of the raign of Tyberias 
: . Ceſar, 
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Ceſar, who raigned 23 yeares. In the 15 wher= 
of Chriſt our Saviour ſuffered, 


a CHAP. Mit, 
- SS EO Firf Seale. 


Eg" Very Scale containeth + ſeven per peece, 
The firit Seal was opened by Chrift him- 
ſelfe at his Bapriſm. For ſubjecting himſelfe for 
our ſakes to all human miſeries obediently and 
Pegnmem innocently ſignified by the white horſe, un. 
.Twerii dertook our deliverance. Hee faſted 40 dajes, Math 4.1. 
P:rſ-11- was tempted; miniftred unto by the Angels, © 3 
doh.11.43- 4 4-6 WER Y NB. 
healed all diſeaſes; raiſed the dead to life: victo Moſ.23. 
ry. alwaics attending him, was acknowledged 
by Ange 5, men, and acvils, was ſought after 944-4.335 
| The SY * 2.10, 
and followed to be really crowned King : mp Ke 
1oh.6.15, Weepeth over the Temple and Citic Ier»falem; — 
Ifat.2.1.12 Clear ſeth his houſe from buyers, ſellars,and mo- 114.8 29; 
ney changers, yet ſuffered under a Roman Luk-19.41 
Arark, 15. Governour Pate : And laſtly,within the com- 
I5. paſſe of this firſt Seale S. Mathew wrote his 
Goſpell. Proving him therein the Lyon of the 
Tribe of Iudah, forctold by the Prophets,and 
promiſed by the Father to Zvah, Gen.z.'s, 
Noah, Gen.g.g; Abraham, Gen.12.3; Iſaach,Gen, 
26.4: Tacob,Gen.28.14; Indah, Genggg. 8.9, David, Ecclefraft. 
2 Sam, 7.16; Zorobabel, Hag. 2. 24; and Mary , 0 lib.y, 
Lids 1631s T 0 84s 
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CHAS. v, 
Second Seale, 


HE ſecond Scal was opened after Chriſt 
| hispaſlion, and reſurreQion, by the Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples; for Saran envying peace to 
the godly, ſtirred up hatred and warres againſt 


them. Stephen was /foned; Iamesat Agrippa his 48. 9. 
By command beheaded : {ome beaten and whip- A#.12-25 


Af ad. 
| Att.11. Jo 


At.o. hold Genres; many ftrange miracles by the 


ped : Pere impriſoned; delivered by an An- 


godly Saints performed _ Anarias and Saphira AR. 5: 


for their hypocriſie ſtricken dead, Perſecuting 


$41 made preachirg Paul, went to Perer, ſtayed 
Gal. 2. 13. with him 15 dates. 


The Emperour Cal/ien/aaffefting Diety, and 
cortemning all piety andreligion, ſenc his ſta- 


Tof. de belle 
Indaic 00 
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tue by Petronins to be reared and ſetup in the 
Calignit- | 


famous lewiſh Temple; whereupon, accord- 
ing to their Moſzaca: decrees the people with- 
| ſtood him : And there having purpoſed 


Chriſtians finall overthrow, even breathing 
nothing but their murder and ſlaughters , was - 
now themſelues, ſo throughly by this accident | 
buſied, and perplexed, that the word beyond 


hope flouriſhed and encreaſed: for the propa- 
gating whereof S. Mark wrote his Goſpell, 


ſeriing out therein Chriſts his aflitions and 
ſuffering in this life,intimated by the Calfe, to R344 
comfort the true membersof the Church, be- 
ing then in great trouble, 
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gel. Preached Chriſt to Cornelius, and his houſ- 
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Third Seale. 


N the time of the third Seal there wasa 
Þ great dearth and famine foretold by ©4gabns, 
| happening in Clandius Ceſars daies, For the 4.11. 28. 
A8.11,;0 richer ſort of the godly, both of zhemſelues,and g,1, 1g, 
| by admonition to o/hers, provided liberally for 
the poorer : and the Goſpell ſpread abroad ex- 
| ccedingly, by the labour and paines of ſuch 
Regmim Miniſters, as God filled with his Spirit,and ſent 
_ topreacht the glad tydings of our redemption ; 
viz. Phillip, Paul, Barnabas, CApollos, &c, And 
in this time S. Like wrote his Goſpell, proving 
very effeftually Chriſt to be very man: Recko- 
ning with all, his pedigree to Adam. 


CHAP. VII. 
Fourth Seale. 


T the fourth Seales opening : Death and 
hell following after it are deſcribed: which 
two are like Agues to other ſickneſles, alwaies 
handmaids and attendants of all Hereticks and 
blaiphemous abuſers of Gods moſt holy word, 

for now Cerinthus and Ebion, with their many 
accurſed followers, foming out their divel:ſh 

politions againit Chriſt his Diety, The Apoſtle 

_ Tohn vviſhed the godly. to depart and forlake_ 

Carionis 15, FRET company: After vvhoſe vvords,the houſe 
3+f01.244. Vvherein they vyere, fell, and flew them: a juſt 
: _..___ guerdon 
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_ gnerdon of their Antichriſtian do&trine, And 
for the further ſtrengthning , ard better con- 
firmarion of the faithfull 'in the truth, 70h# 
wrote his Goſpell : moſt plainly therein ſhew- 
ing Chrift-his Divinity alwaies preſent, and 
formerly converſant vvith Abraham and other 

Parriarchs : wherefore this Goſpell is compa» 
$47 red to an Eagle, 


CHAP. VIII 
Fifth Seale. 


HE fifth Seal was opened, vvhen as the 
4K Apoſtles and Diſciples having willingly 
ſpread themſelues into, {everall Regions and 
parts of the vvorld, for the better inlarging 
of Gods Kingdom ( notwithſtanding their 
good lines, according to the ſquare and rule of 
Gods eternall Law, vvritten in the hearts and 
conſciences of every one) through Satans 
malice vvere daily perſecuted, Par! and Barna- AP. 14: 
17.0 basat Iconium and Liſtra: Paul and Sylas at Act.16.19 
13 chap, Thiatira, and others elſeyvhere, And afterward 
Pau! taken by the misbeleeving lews, kept in 
Neronis bonds by the Romane Preſidents Felix and Fe- 
Regnum ys rvvo yeares at Cafaria : Atlaſt, not vvith- Aece 24+ 
out great danger and perill, being captiue arri- 
> Tim.a, Vedat Rome, andafter tvvo yeares made an- 
{yver to his accuſers before Nero, yet vvas del;- 
wered ; even then converting divers, both men 
and vyomen of Czſars houſhold unto the 
truth, 'From thence hee vvrote ſome of his 
: Epic 


; OOO Af Briefe of the Churches Eftate, ' 2p 
| Epiſtles, extant now with us, to the comfort of Gal. Ppbef 
all that fear God, Things never to be forgot- 4 - Sago 


tenin the time of the ſixth Seale were theſe. 7jtan. 


- CHAP. IX. 


The /ixth Seale. 
Tz R0 after his fiuc firſt yeares of thodeſt 
Pi corerament ( contained in the-precedent 
Seal ) wholy degenerating, rayſed the firſt per- 
ſecution, whercin his mother, two Wines, and 
Carion l.3. MaFer, Seneca died: Paul likewiſe ſuffered Mar- 
fel-235. tyrdom, thereby confirming and ſealing his 
__ Profeſſion with his bloud: which then was ve- 
ry needfall and requiſite; for Demas and other 
2 Tim.4. Weak Chriſtians , upon the cruelty uſed againſt Stars fell. 
io. Cthemforſooktheiralling, and imbraced this 
preſent world. - 
And now therfore God in his preordained, 
and appointcd time fent the furious arrows of 
his wrath and anger againſt the perſecutors of 
- his ſervants : For Ners now terryfied with his 
former villanies, feared every thing ; yea,the 
earth ſeemed' gaping, even ready to ſwallow 
him, andtherefore hee deſperately murdered 


, Foe lib3. himſelfe, being firſt forſaken of all. Ga:ba,0tho 
X: and Y:zellius, all beaſtly Tyrants, and monſters 
| of nature killed one another : All deſperately R2V- 6. 18, 
and accurſedly crying out, and wiſhing, the 
 mountaines and rocks to fall onthem and cover. 
them from the preſenceof God, 
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TT. - OO mJ i 
The ſeventh Seale. 


HE ſeventh Seal,ment}uned in the eighth 
chapter of the Revelation, was opened: 
Reenam Whereas Yeſpiſian elefted Emperour in the 
Fepefuani. campe of his ſouldiers, having made his re- 
turn out of Syria,and quieted all Civill broyles 2 
py and tumulisat Rome: God net any longer {uf- 
|=: fering his bloud, and the bloud of his ſervants 
unrevenged , ſent that darling of mankind 77. Toſiph. de 
zus to deſtroy Ieruſalem; and then and there %# 1«4: 
| thundred out againſt them all manner of _. 
plagues; yet was carefull of his own little flock: 
, .: for Simon theſonof Cleopas, colin to Chriſt, 
after the death of his brother 7ames (ſlain by 
Ananias the High Prieſt ) being conſtituted Bi- : 
ſhop of Ieruſalem, carried the Church in theſe 
Cario.tib. 3, wockull and bloudy times beyond the river 
fol-237, Tordan, intoa little town called Pe//a : and af- 
ter the deſolaijon brought them back to the 
ruines of his Citie and Country. About foure 
yeares after which deſtrution , beginneth the 
account of the ſeven ages; orof the ſeventh * 
EE Ange's blowing the ſeven Trumpets to the 
E | worlds end, Rev.2.6. : 
zT ” Every Trumpets blaſt , contain the conti- 
| nuing and ſucceſſiue time of fiuc Iubilyes per 
peece, that 1$, 245 yeares, being underſtood cx- 
| Fo cluſtne, For three parts in that account, we | 
leaue out the laſt terminus ; which if it were = + 
not, 
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not, at the end of ſome Iubilyes,there would 
haue fallen outand happened together, two 
yeares of reſt; which might not be every ſe- 
venth year, being ſo kept by the Levitical Law, 


CHAP. XI. 
Tuba Prima, 


mingled with bloud, caſt into the earth , 


and the third partof trees,andall greeen grafſe 


was burnt, &c, Sf 
This firſt blaſt began after Ieruſalems deſo- 
Ano lation, old Yeſpaſian raigning : in whole time, 
and his worthy ſonne Tzzus, the Church had a 
little reſt; as likewiſe in the laſt and ſeventh 
Seale preceding, intimated to us by halfe an 
houre, Rev.8s.1. , : 
Afcerwards roſe many grievous perſecutors , 
even vi & armis, ſtriving to extinguiſh the fire 
of Gods graces in the hearts of the faithfull, 
VIz, Demitian that flye pricker, under whom 
** ohn the Apoſtle was baniſhed into Pathmos , 
where he wrote his Revelazion, 7 
| Traian , otherwiſe a great politck Captain 
fol.248: and Moderator in government, yet very ſe= 


Carion.l. 
fol 143. 


vere, and inhumanely cruell againſt the right- 


profeſſors, under whom Syw7 the ſonne of 

| Gikopas, and 7gnatins Biſhop of Antioch ſuffred, 
Carion..3, VDecius that helhound , andbloud-thirſty de- 
fel273- all; by whom was ſlain Fabian, Alexander,and 
Babilas Biſhops of Rome, Teruſalem and Anti- 
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THE firſt Trumpet there was hail and fire | 
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30. A Briefe of the Churches Efute, 
och: beſides greatheapes of Chriſtians through- 
out his whole dominions. 5 

' Paiejianns ſet on by a Magitian in prophane 
villanies, and contemptuous carriage , was not 
far behind others : who murdered S.C:prian 1n 


| Africa; and baniſhed Dioniins of Alexandria , 


with Cher mon Biſhop of Nicapolis , of whom 


fol.Car.273 this Story is mentioned : that both hee and his 
| wife being being very old, and not able to tra- 


vell any further , many multitudes of people 
looking on, they were ſuddenly rapt and taken 
into heaven. God knoweth when and how to 
deliver his ſervants. But the Tyrant was ſoon 
after taken captiue of the Perſian King Sapor ; 
ſometimes by him made a foot ſtoole, andin 
his old age ſlain quick. | 2 

Although nor next in rule, yet in wicked- 
nefſe Diocleſtan out-{tripped and exceeded all 


the former : for he and his collcague Maxim; . Fecbbift bs _ 
Car-fol.293 n1an after ten yeares ſpace, metat Nicomedia 


to deliberate and conſult about the utter and 
totall ruin of Chriſtians : whereupon ſent out 
proclamations againſt them, andſlew in one 
month ſeventeen thouſand : the unreaſonable 
beaſis being to them more favourable and mer- 
cifull, then theſe unnaturall bloudſuckers. 
Continuing this their rage ten yeares, and 
then ſeeing all things not effeted to their 
own humour and deſires : they joyntly and 
yoluntarily diſpoſed themſclues ; the one bg- 
Ingafter, his. own executioner, like Piateg 
the other for treaſon ſlain by Corſtantine. 

| Other 
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{vreling .. Other Thraxrs there were, whoin their fury 


Severus, and madneſſe buſyed themſclues toaboliſhand 


Maximi- extirpate all Chriſtianity, But Sangnis martirum 
mu 1, off ſermen Eccleſie ; {0 itfell out then, For the 
OR Church increaſed ; yet hindred greatly, and 
_ dangerouſly blaſted and infefted with divers 


upſtart hereticks in ſeverall places. Marcioz and 


Manes in Italy and Perſiz, hotding both one 

_ opinion , Viz. dro contrariaprincipia, 1. bonuns 

& malum : and Pau'ns Samoſatenns at Antioch, 

Car. fel. denying Chriits divinity. Polzcarpus confuted 


281, the firſt, Dionyſus Atexander, the ſecond. . + 


And this warfare outward and inward in the 
Church {ſufficient and too much to ſeduce the 
third part of men; and to try and proue the 
very cle ) continued ( Licmins deprived of 
all regall power ) till the ſole raign of Conftan- 


tineſurnamed the Great:who freed the Church 


from her former perſecution : endeyouring 
withall to cleanſe it from all hereiicall poſitt- 
ot:5,and beſtowing many royall priviledges up. 


On 1t. 


Nevertheleſſe in this time, the devill (old 


Satanas, our -continuall and ancient enemy , 


being now bound, and ſo to be kept athou- 


ſand yeares , even ſome little part of this firſk 
trumpets blaſt ,. and all the foure next follow- 
ing) incited one 27145, an Elder, or Prieſt of 
Alexandria in Fgypt (upon repulſe of being 
not choſen Biſhop thereof) to ſowe his here- 
ticalt blaſphemy very cunningly againſt Chriſt 


his Coxternall Divinitic : Whereupon ,, by - 


£3, 
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Empe- 


Car. fol.; oz 
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Dow. 316. * 


Car. fol. 313 


Emperiall decree, the Nycen Councell was 


called; in which there was eſpecially , great 
firr and contention amongſt the DoQors and: 
the Biſhops, about the coeffentiality of Chrift 

with God his Father : but the right beleevers 
prevailed , and the liberality of Conſtantine, at 
the removall of -his ſeat from Rome unto Bi- 
zantium, to Biſhop Sylveſter , and the Clergie, 
made their ſucceſſours afterwards proud , and 
in time affe& ſupremacy; never once dreamed 
on, in the firſt 300 yeares : for the Biſhops ſuc- 
ceeding the Apoſiles, notat Rome. onely,but 
whereſocver, were ſo occupied, what with 
preaching , andunder the croſſe , as they had 
no leaſure to think, mueh leſſe to challenge 
ſuperiority. 


CHAP. XIL. 
Tuba Secunda, 


AE Mountain burning was caſt into the 
{ ASca, and the third part of the Sea turned 
into bloud, and the third part of creatures in 
the Sea dyed, &c. 

; This Trumpet began to blow in the latter 
end of Conftantine his raigne, after whoſe 


_ death the Church was gricvouſly diſtrafted in- 
_ to Schiſmes and Factions. For the Sca ſignify-- 


cth the Clergie, then miſerably afflited: and 
by the authority of Contantins , ſurviving his 
two brethren, an Arrian Empcrour , that Sc& 
did mightily increaſe , and the Church was in 

CO very 
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yery lamentable ſtate and condition. For in 


every Town, Citie and Region, were men of 


divers opinion and dorines : which moſt in. 


feſtly perſecuted each other. The Arians fe 


raging,that many commotions and frayes were 


319, fol. 


made by them, and not a few ſhin, even in 
their houſes of prayers. Which ruffling and 
hurly burly, alienated many from the faith : 
Amongſt others great Scholler and Prince, 
Inlian nominated Ceſar, and for his back-fliding 
called Apoſtata , who crowned Awgnſtus, ſent 
out edicts againſt all Chriſtians , worſhipped 


1dols as a Heathen: in hatred and deteſtation 


of Chri ſtianity,gran tedlarge priviledges to the 0 


rebuilding of the Iewiſh Temple ; but God by 
carthquakes overthrew .heir labours ; as like- 


wiſe the Church at Delphos : and finally him- 


ſelfe was miſerably ſlain; furjouſly crying our, 


O Galilean thou ha#t overcome me. © 


_ Aﬀeer this ſcoffiing Athieſt' {in regard Satan 


-was chained, and not permitted or tolerated to 


compaſle the earth , to range and rage therin) 
ſuccceded ſome godly Emperours; inlargers 


of Gods Kingdom and promoters of his glo- 


_ ry; viz, Theodoſ7us the firſt, who mildly endured Car.fol.z:8 


going'his appointed penance. A notable ex. 


and ſubmitted himſelfe to the Excommunica- 
tion made againſt him by S._A4mbroſe Biſhop of 
Millain; very ſoberly and Chriſtianly under- 


ample of devoted reverence ;--in one: of his 
eminencie, towards the Church. For the purg- 
ing of which fromall corrupt idolatry,and dan- 
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gerous herelic , crept in by the impiety, neg-_ 


ligence, and contempr of his Predeceſſors; this 
religious and humble Prince called a Councell . 
at Conſtantinople, waerein the trae doQrine 
of the Son and the Holy Ghoſt with the Fa- 
ther,was moſt truely ſet out and manifeſted. 
His nephew Theoedorys the 2; likewiſe was 


even born to godlineſſe and vertue; and not 


alrogether indireQly might it haue been faid of 
him, as of David, a man compoſed of good- 


2 Sam.13. ncfſe; after Gods oWr heart, For when Neſtorius 


I4. 


had broached his helliſh dorine, denying two 
abſolute Natures in Chriſt , affirming roy Aoyey, 


Car. fol. 353 the word to be but barely with Chriſt,is it was 


Pulcheria 


foror The. 


84.2 D 


mextogether, as fitting was, condemned, 


with E/:ah, and other Prophets, and no other- 
wiſe:this holy and careful Emperour called the 
general] Councell of Epheſus which condem= 
ned the ſame and all other hereticall opinions. 
After him followed right beleeving Marian, 
who married his /fer the very mirrour of wo- 
manhood for pyety. And, cauſe ſo requiring , 
aſſembled the fourth generall counſell at Chal- 
cedon, for the Devill in his members did not 
ceaſe to vex and trouble the Church : And EZx- 


riches a buſie proud monk ſeing Ne#orins Cr. fol.z66 


with his complices in their aſſertions wholly 
foyledand vanquiſhed : fayned the contrary ; 
ſc, The confounding. of the two natures in 


Chriſt his unity , and not granting the right 


properties 10 cither nature:prophaneand horri- 
ble to be heard; and by the learned prelats there 


Hither te 


ate 
13.30} 
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HUitherto was there no talk, ne thought of Pri- 
macy: but godly 8&learnedFathers,contended & 
trove to exceed in preaching, living well, and 
teaching for rhe good exiple of oihers, Famous 
A:hanaſias whoſe true cofeſſion of the Vnity & 
Trinity, needfull to be known and underſtood, 
doth remain with us and will to all poſterity; 
zealous and admired Ambroſe ; Learned and 
induſtrious Augaitine : well approved Epiphani- 


#s; and golden mouthed Chriſofomus : by 
whoſe aſliduous paines , notable knowledge 


and godly wiſdom ichiſmes wete repreſſed,and 
the truth dayly flouriſhed, But the Devill not 
prevailing one way undertook another, For 
the right profeſſors at Rome & elſwhere were 
ſlain, intimated by the {ca turned into bloud, 
And Rome it ſelfc was made a prey to the rage 


and furie of the Zun5, under the Condut of 


Attilas, Calling himſelfe, fazellnm Det; to 
the Gothes under Acaricas; And to the vandals 
under the 1/47 king Genſericys, Notwirh- 
ſtanding theſe great afflittions God mightily 
preſerved and defended his litle flock, by ſend- 
ingthem many godly Emperours in the Eaſt, 
who worthily ſtood for the uphold, and main- 


t-nance ofthetruth : As Leo firſt, crowned by 


a Patriark, not as ſupreme but as witnes of his Cr fol.z65 


profeſſed faith. 1#in, Iu/tizi4r, in whole time 
began the third trumpet; and others even all 
the time, till uſurping butcherly Phocas : who 


having murthered his maiſter Manritins, for the 


ſurerictling of his cſtate, gaue extraordinary 
— = gifts 
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gifts and priviledges to Boxiface the third then 
Byſhop of Rome granting him the title, to be 
called Vniverſall : After which Boniface lived 
onely nine months, ſo ſoon his pride came to 
an end. 

And here note the Primacy of the Popes was 
firſt eſtabliſhed by a traytor and a murderer , 
who dying miſerably , and having his hands 
and feet cut off, was ſlain by Heraclius : who 
nobly beſtirring himſelf in his royall place and 
dignity atcheived many brane victories over 
his audacious and daring enimies : But waxing 
old and decrepit, his wiſdom decayed, 


GHAF., XIIL 
Tuba Tertia. 

T the blaſt of the third Angell; there fell 
A: great ſtarr burning like a torch : which 
fell into the third part of waters;& it was called 
wormwood, for it made the third part of wa= 
ters bitter, 
 Afﬀeer ſerious view and confideration of the 
drift of the H. Ghoſtin the deſcription of the 
blaſt of ſome of theſetrumpets : we may note 
this word ( third part) uſedin the firſt, ſecond, 
third, fourth, and ſixt;and this word great flarr, 
in the third and fift,and ſtars in the fourth blaſt, 

 Wholoever therefore attayneth to the right 


 knowledg and underſtanding of one , hath ob- 


tayned the goale , and his wiſhed for deſire in 
the opening and expoſition of the other. 
| Know 
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Know therefore, accordirig to the Iudicious G;f9r4 


cenſure of our beſt late wricers; that Starr {ignt- Neto 
| | 1080r, 


fieth ſome excellent & emminent perſon who 
by his apoſtacy, and backſliding hurteth and 
damnificth rhe third part,or the greater part of 
the faithfull : as ſeverall events happening in 
theſaid ſeverall timcs doe very plainly witnes 
and teſtifie : For many barbarous people and 
narionsa litle afore this time having troubled 
the Weſt parts of che world with warrs; and 
infe&ed it, but eſpecially I:aly with moſt ab- 
hominable vices and all kind of wickedneſle , 
religion and godlines decayed, coveteouſnes, 
arrogancy and deſire of worldly pomp raigned: 
not onely in Princes and great Potentates, but 
in Biſhops and Prelates of the Church : And 
Tohn Biſhop of Conſtantinople { being the Im- 
periall ſeat)ofan intollerablepride made ſuit to 


rightmant 


Mauritius to be called Vniverſal, whom therfore 


Gregory the great of Rome vehemently blamed 
and withſtood : affirming whoſoever brought 
that title to the derogation of others, brought 
the example of Antichriſt into the Church. 
But Mazritius, Gregory, and Tohs, being dead , 


_ the traytour Phocas ( asalready is ſhewed )gran- 


ted the aforeſaid ſtile to Borrface, which his ſuc- 
ceſlours haue not onely holden but encreaſed 
and augmented : calling themſelvs Chrifts Vi- 
car upon earth, with other names and titles of 


Blaſphemiec, to the great diſhononr of God : 


challenging and uſurping, under this pretence, 
full Lurildiction over the clergie ; yea autho- 
Þ 2 rity 


of 
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rity over Kings and Princes, to alter and dif- 
pole their realms at their own pleaſure ; And 
that which is moſt intollerable avanting them- 
ſelvs in their own Canons and decrees to haue 
power over, and aboue the ever bleſſed Word 
of God; becauſe ( ſay they) they cannot err : 
yet by their errours and devilliſh ordinances 
haue by little and litle brought into the Church 
much depraved doftrine and ſuperſtition ; 
whereby they haue wellneer utterly baniſhed 
true religion : and infe&ed the greater part of | 
the world with their noyſom and venemous 
_ Idolatry. | 
| Now likewiſe that damnable Mahomer in 
the Eaſt upon diſcontentat ſome words of He- 
raclius his treaſurers to him, and other his aſlo« 
ciates and countrimen rebelled ; was tumultu- 
ouſly choſen Head and Captain over them :: 
from JIudarſm , Atins, Neſtorius, and his own 
brain, framed and taughta dodtrine as bitter as 
wormwood:Prevailed ſo by force of his wilde 
company and guile , deceiving the ſimple,that 
j| he ereted a kingdom; and grew to ſuch Poren- 
ik cic and Might, that the Greekiſh Empire ar 
Conſtantinople was therewith ſhaken and dr- 
Mminiſhed. For in the ſpace of 105 yeares, he 
and his ſucceſſors had gotten poſſeſſion of all 
theſe Countries ; Arabia, Paleſtina, Siria, Per- 
| ſia, Egipt, all Africa, and part of Spain and Cer fol.qre 
France. Therupor, the Greek Empire declin- 
i! ing, and not being able to help the Romane 
Qlcrgic aflayled by the Lumbards their cne- 
_ - Co mics; 
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» -_ . 
od "of ff + *., 


A Briefe of the Churches Eflate, 39 
mies; Chazles ſurnamed the Great of France , 


was eleted Emperour of the Weſt, deſtroyed 


the Kingdom of Lumbardy in Italy, in the be- 
halfe and at the ſure of the Roman Biſhop, and 
was like another Conſtantine, very beneficiall to 
the then Church : but his liberality was after 


| turned from charitable, good,and laudable ufes 


into ſuperſtition and encreaſe of their own 
power. This Charles,his father Pepin,ard grand- 
father Martel, being Dukes of Brabant, and. 
called Majores Paliati; tothe Kings of France, 
*were in the time of this Trumpet three nota=- 
ble perſonages : who all of them by wit, po- 
licy and force, draue the misbelceving Maho- 
mitick Saracens clean out of France, and out 
of part of Spain , where they were nuſled and 
ſeated very ſtrong;and had ſpread their abomi> 
nable errouts. 
But note,although that this Weſt part of the 
world, by the worthy and ever memorable 
proweſle of theſe three aforeſaid Princes, was 


_ now made indifferently quiet , and reduced to 


her priſtine and former tranquility; and the 
Church, by their favourable aſpe&, was defen- 
dedand cheriſhed ; yet ſhe jarred greatly with 
her ſelfe, and uſurped the prerogatiue falſly al- 
ledged to be given them by the Scriptures , 
aboue other Biſhops and Paſtors, 

| Bur the Empirein the Eaſt, although it was | 


torn, rent, bruiſedand fore ſhaken by the Sara- 


cens; yetitaffoorded ſome devoutand godly 
Emperouts , as Leo, Iſaurus, his ſon Copronamns, 
PRs, Pn = 


# 
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' andhisfon Leo;who notwichſftanding the Popes 

proud and malipart oppoſition ; gaue-ſtrict 
charge thatal in the Empire ſhould take away & 
aboliſh Images and pifures of Saints, For both 
they and others, in this time, underſtood that 
for ſuch things they were puniſhed ; and: ther- 
fore by wholeſome advice, and learned coun- 
{1}, vehemently did repreſſe idolatry, 


CHAP, XTITIT, 
Tuba Onarta, 


| THE third part of the Sun, Moon, Starrs, 
R Ls: Day and Night were ſmitten; that they 
| could not ſhine, &c. 

As Pharaohs dream expounded by Toſeph, was 

doubled for the certainty thereof; ſo hath it 

pleaſed God, by his ſervant 1o<z in this place,to 

dcale with us : viz. the Sun appropriateto the 

day ſignifyeth the Scriptures; the moon to the 


Adverſitie 
is better 16 
us then 
proſperity 


_ night, the dodrine thereof; the ſtarres , the-. 


Manitters; who ſet apart for that buſines ought 


to ſearch into, and diſpenſe the Goſpell of our 
Saviour, Now as the Moon in the night, after 
the Philoſophers rule, borroweth her light 
from the Sunne; ſo muſt the Scriptures be ex- 
planed by it ſelfe, and not by the fooliſh fanti- 
ſie of the Pope. For the word of God is aboue 


1282 / £ ; : | *_ 
Yo $96" all things ; and hence the Church is compared 


»04.11.Cant, 10A Spouſe , tO a body » toa Sheep, toa Ship: and 
ſhall the wife rule the husband; the body the 
head, the ſheep the ſhepheard, the ſhip the 

& ſhip. 


Epbeſ. 1.22 
- loh.10 
II, 
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ſhipmaſter? or be aboue them , difobey their 
voyces, and controule them 2 No more is the 
Church , or any member thereof aboue the 
Scriptures , or may adde, take away , Or alter, 

Rev. 22.18 any thing in them, leaſt they be accurſed, Not- G41 8. 
19. withſtanding in the year 807, being the latter 
end of Charles his raign , began the Pope more 
fully, plainly and boldly, as with a brazen face, | 
and cautaurized conſcience to challenge the 
ſupremacy. , 
And whereas Lodovicus Pius Weſtern Empe- 
rour, ordained the Clergie , not to be ſubje& 
to any humane ſervage , appointing them 1i- 
vings , wherby they ſhould not be conſtrained 
through poverty to forſake their duty and of- | 
fice of preaching : thereupon the Romiſh Bl= 
ſhop took occaſion ſolely to manage all Eccle- 
flaſticall affaires; mixed the true doctrine, with | 
their vain traditions, forbidding to marry; and 
obſcuring the truth with their own fantaſtick 


ceremonies; yea, now hee took the word of 

God quite from the faithfull , blind-folding | 

5s them , and cafting miſts and darkneſſe before | 

{ 23--- cher ves - 
$ __*_ The Philiſtims, after they had ſhorne Sanp- Inde.r6 


ſons hair, and put out his eyes, made of him a 
laughing ſtock : So Satan in the Popes King- 
dom, having bereft Gods people of theirar- 
mourand weapons ; and ſo put out their ſpirt- 
tuall eyes, that they could not look on the 
word of God, made them come to his own 
lure, for to irengthenand ſtabliſh his new at- 
| ” --.._-- - ehieves 
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T8 chieved Kingdome. But herein is ſhewed the 
| | | ſpirit of errour, proud and arrogant, comman=- 
| ding and threaining like Antichriſt : black, ob- 

| ſcure and ugly, which cannot abide 'the true 


light and touchftone of the Scriptures : oppo-® 
l lite to Chriſt the light; but agreeing with Sa- 
= tan Prince of darkneſſe : avouching,ignorance 
| the mother of devotion; making the plain ſim- 
plicity of Gods word , hard and intricate,with 
his quirks, quiddities, deviſes and diftinions , 
as every onemay eaſily percciue , which haue 
eyes to ſec, and will behold the fame with in- 
differency. 
For firſt, the Papiſts haue left out the ſecond 
i Wi Commandement, thereby to uphold their 
il Images. And Nicholas the fit, compelled fin- 
| ill. glc life; 1041 the 13, being himſelfe inceſtuoug 
ll tolerated the ſame in others, maintaining pub. 
lick ſtewes. Divers of them had compatt with 
[ll the divill, as $iveZer the 2, Beret the 9, &c, 
i condemning one anothers as; and therefore 
|| amongſt them there is no conſent which they 
#12 ÞPoaſt of, andare not aſhamed to make ita mark 
cheir own Of their Church. Bexpet the 8, dead, appeared; 
|] Secretary. complained of his torments, and ſhewed what 
8 Suffrages, Maſſes and Almeſ-deeds, ſhould diſ- F 
I charge him from Purgatorie, jon, &c, But hog "m 
| Worthy here note, the Pope can giue indulgences to 
i | obſerya- : . 
if tion, Others, and deliver what ſoules he will out 
of Purgatory, yet cannot caſe himſelfe, Note 
| _ _ alſointhem, terming themſelues ſupreme of 
the Church ; that man of ſin, as God fittingin 
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the once Temple of God , now comes in all 


power,and ſignes and wonders of lying,whom 
- the Lordin time ſhall conſume with the ſpirit 


of his mouth. 
But now conſidering the horrible wicked-_ 


neſſc of ſome Popes ; their conirariety and di- 


viſion amongſt them,about the approbation of 


| their idle ceremonies ; where may we find the 


vol. 


true viſible Church 2 — 

Surely God had many, which never bowed 
their knees to Bal: and in the very midit of 
theſe thick foggs of ignorance God did not 


wholly forget his elect ; but in deſpight of the 


divell in his members, ſent many worthy and 


lIaudable Governours in Europe for the puniſh- 


ment of wickedneffe and vice, and for the | 
maintenance of Godstrue Religion and Vertue, 


as Henry ſurnamed the Fowler, aman of great 
wiſedome and ſobernefle : 0tho Magnus his 


ſonne, excellent, as well in gifts of nature, as 
of wit and fortune; whoſe fierce and valiant 


courage was ſo tempered with gentleneſlſc, that 
hee is rightly numbred in the rank of nobleſt 
"Princes : Profiting his Empire, not onely in 
| ſubduing forrain enemies, and oppreſling the 


malitious fury of certain rebellious traitors, but 
in quietting and repreſſing the many factions 
and ſchiſms in the Church. At this ſame time 
likewiſe vve hada Prince in England of famous 
memory, Edgar called the Peaceabie;lo excellent 
1n juſtice, and ſharpe corrections - of vices, as 
well in his Magiſtrates, or other ſubjects; that 


Woo Vee ms 
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| never before his dayes was uſed lefle fellony 

[| ; by robbers, or extoriion and bribery by falſe” 
__ andcorrupt officers, He chaſticed alſo the great 
| negligence, covetouſneſle, and vitious lying of 


[ Languet theClergie, {not as yet grown to their height 
| - . F#l.189. of pride appointing, yea commanding them 
1 many laudable cuftomes and orders by them 
Theſs To be obſerved. There were other Poteniates Y 
| good Prin- jn other places, who ſtrongly reſiſted and abated 5 
| Caving the covetous pride of the aſpiring Clergy : " 
Eu miſhes, are Plainly demonſtrating both by their words f: 
i the Angels and works, Gods heavie anger ready to fall S 
it bin, Fg upon them for their Antichriſtian carriage, and : 
| midft of fooliſh ſuperſtition, : : 
| ol os 
i CHAP. XV. 
A Tuba Qgumta. 
ND there fella great Star from heaven 3 
_ Dom. {and to him was given the key of the bot- 
"ae pit.&c. - Pt ey 
This 5 Angells blaſt begun in the raign of 
Henry ſurnamed Nzger: wherein although du- L 
ring the ſame the devill was faſt bound, and ; 
| not ſuffred to work his openperſecuting malice } 
againſt the ſaints : yet. by craft, as he did to þ 
| our firſt parents Adamand Evwah, he hath tranſ- F 
= formed himſelf and hath taken the ſhape and 3 
[ _ habir of an Angell upon him, thatway to 
draw and intice us to kis dotrine, more dan- ; 
"nn gcrous then publick perſecution. Eor when : 
| he beguiles or aſlaults the ſence of the body Þ 
| | | RTE a aha os Wile 2 
| 3 
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without moving or inticing the mind. from 
the true and right aſſurance by which every 
man leads a faithfull life , there is no great 
hurt and damage in religion:but whenas by ihe 
outward properties ofgood Angels he goeth 
about to draw us unto him ; it is very perilous 
and for us moſt dangerous. And ſurely the 
godly Patriarks, Fathers , and all the men in the 
world were never able to diſcern theſe his de- 
ceits, but God alone: fo cunning and ſo ſub- 
till is he : And doubtles through lack of the 
lighr of Gods word , which was almoſt extin- 
guiſhed and put as it were undera buſhell, in 
this time ne beguiled and deceived many : of 
which crafty creeping in of Anzicriſt, our 
bleſſed Saviour gaue warning to all Chriſtians 
calling him the father of lies: who ſhall uſe all * 
manner of lies and forgeries to maintain his * 
uſurped authority, lying apparitions, lying 
intruſions of books, under the name of Saints, 
corruption of writers, and fathers, Satan dare 
not come in his own likenes; for then all 
men would fly from him; he dare not come 
when menare awake and underſtand them- 
{clvs : for then would ſome of them bewray 
him : he dare not ſow henbane, or known 
poylon, for then no man would reap it : But 
poliickly he commeth likean Angell of light, 
and waen men area ſleep, ready to giue ſmall 
orno heedatall tohim; then Gat he his 
tares , and cunningly creepeth into the hearts 
gt Godtneonle ttt 
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This praQtiſe hath the Divell uſed ever ſince 
his fall : and having gotten the Pope , oncea 
[| Star, but now fallen from his calling to be his 
Il cheife officer, hath given him a key ( the Popes 
Ss - now uſuall and profeſſed Badge) to open the 
bottomleſſle pir; from whence aro!e abundance 
| of hereſtes and crrours, which cover with dark- -...Þ 
| neſſc Chriſt his Goſpell, and the brightnefle — -#/ 


| thereof; from hence likewiſe then aroſe the ” 
'* Popes Miniſters; I mean, all the buſte orders $ 
= of Monkes and Friers, like locuſts, for their ig 
s -:: idle bellies , and many troupes of Loyterers, = © 
| Scorpions for cloſe poyſoning dodrine : for 4 
ſtirring up others to warre,eſpecially calling it | 
no religious and ſacred, againſt infidel Saracens, 
So - and O—_ their own authority, they 
Y areas horſes ready for battell, with wings of 
iF charrets, teeth of Lyons , and Habergeons of 
j yron. For overtopping they haue crowns yet 
\f of counterfeit gold. In pretence they haue 
L mens faces; but in regard of Cloyliter keeping, 
4 | they are adulterous and inchanting women; 
il forging viſionsand miracles, to cftabliſh the ; 
| Sacrament of the Maſle; which then,and long , 
after was called the Sacrament of the Altar, 
| Diverſe amongſt them ſtryue and fight with | 


Mars, Mercury and Money, for the Papacie. Gre- Lanquee. 

gorie the 7, cruelly handled the Emperour Her- 

7; the 4, cauſed him to attend three daies bare- Car. fol. 
The Popes footcd for abſolution. And made Rodoiph the $19. &6 


- T_T — SS 4s Ae IN i ett <9 R—_—_——_———— 
g < ws 00.07 - 6 . - «+ # « - R 
> - « bw + - « a 


|| divinity, Swevian rebcll againſt his /aWfwll Soveraigne. He 
it tully decreed, livglc lite to the Clergic - But. 
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many Biſhops being marryed, defended and 
conſtantly maintained holy Wedlock. Theſe 
wicked ſeeds and poſitions of Gregory, did Yr- 


bane the 2, (called the Perturber of the world) 
confirm : and made new Eccleftaſticall Ordi- 


nances to fortifie his Papacie. Alſo Paſcal the 2, 
renewed the excommunication againſt Henry 
the 4, cauſing his ſon [an inhuman, horrible 
and uncouth cruelty ) to take armes againſt his 
own father : who moſt traiterouſly and unna- 
turally depoſed him of all his Imperiall digni- 
ties, and made him die a poore miſerable man 
in captivity and heavineſſe, Much like pranks 
was ated here in England; for noble King 
Thn contemned the Popes authority ; purpo- 
ſing to take away and aboliſh ſuperſtition, ta 


reform abuſes, to pull down idolatry; to ſect 
up true religion; to difanull and abrogate his 
uſurpedpower:a thing right worthy commen- 


dation, But al:hough art the firſt the ſtout King 


little regarded the Popes curſe and fulmination | 
againſt him ;* yet being overſet with warre, 
was contented to acknowledge ſubmiſſion to 


Pandolphthe Popes ſaucy Legate : by whom, 


amongſt other things, he was bound, that as 
well heas his Heires, ſhould ever after be fey. 


daries to the Sea of Rome, and pay yearely 
tribute a 1000 Marks. Hence we ſee the Popes 
by.their often curſings, did not covet to recon- 


_ cile the (cules of men to God, but to ſubdue 
Princes to their unlawfull tyranny, Neverthe. 


lefle, even in thele times of great ruflingand 


GT. ſtrange 
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ſtrange combuſiions, God was carefull to pre- 
ſerv his choſen , and then had his true viſible 
Church, even neer unto the pope, amongſt 
the Albegenſes, and Waldois in France, hold- 
ing onely two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper , effeQually proving the Maſſe 
abominable and deteſtable; all humane traditi- 
ons idle, and to. be rejeQed, as not neceſſary 
or pertinent to ſalvation:affirming laſtly, Rome, 


Babylon, and the Pope, Antichriſt, that man of 


ſin, and fountain of all evill. 

But jn this age, beftdes theſe HeatheniſhaQs 
amoneſt Peters uſurping ſucceſſors in the Weſt: 
another great Star, with all his rude and barba- 
rous rabble;fel to Mahometiſm,and yeelded to 
the truthleſſe doQrine of. the Alcaron : Even 
David,alias Zadock,alias Changhis(for by all theſe 
names I finde him written) Prince of the wilde 
Scithians or Turkes { which word fignifyeth a 
Deſtroyer ) who with an innumerable multi- 
tude of people, having overcome the Parthi- 
ans, Medes, and Armenians, Saracensand Ara- 
bians, was by generall conſentand applauſe, 
made the firſt Emperour of Tartaria:approving 
withal the religion of Mazomer;by whoſe exam. 
ple hiscountrimen doth the ſame at thisday,&c. 


CHAP, XVI. 
Tuba Sexta, 
Loofe the 4 Angels neer Euphrates,&c, 


TT the beginning or entrance of the ſixth 
| Aage , or blaſt of theſixth Angell, happe- 


; ning 


. 
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= A Briefe of the Churches Eflate,, as 
ning in Amo Dom. 1296, was the 1000 yearcs 


! Oguzim, Chy : andall the foure tribes or kindreds of 
5, ZEbren. that Nation, being conjoyned in one,and war-= 
F: 5 agg ring under the conduCt and enſignes of this 
'* Carfol.894 Othonia; he andhis ſucceſſors came with huge 
Armies, againſt both the ſtrengths of the Eaſt 
and Weſt Empires; ſlaying and ſubduing all, 
or the moſt part of Aſia the leffe, and great 
Knowles Parcels of Africa and Europe. For Amirrath the 


Wh Hit. the chicfe Citie of Thrace : took and flew 
Mark and Lazarns, the then wo mighty Prin- 
ces of Bulgania and Servia in the field : Andaf- 
ter him Bazazer his ſonne overthrew $:giſmond 

_ then King of Hungary, afterward Emperour, 
with all his forces, took 7ohz Earl Charalois,af- 
terwards Duke of Burgundy, with many moe, 

priſoners : yet thus raging, was himſelfe taken 
captiue by the great Scithian Tamerlane, and 
couped up ina cage of Mettall, where he died 
miſerably. And Mahomet the firſt, bended all 
his forces againſt the Idolatrous Chriſtians in 

Europe : as did Amarath the 2, his One; wn 

cw 
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4 fully compleate and ended wherein Satan was 
: bound : ſoon after, or neer about, which time 
; it pleaſed God to ſuffer the old and great Dra- 
: con, the Divell (having all this time executed 
! his ptivate malice ) publiquely to perſecute, 
P For now "ttoman, chiefe of the 0guztan tribe, 
b the firſt and great Turkiſh King, having over- 
nn come and ſubdued the other three potent fa- 
bs miliesneer unto Euphrates did ereft his Monar- 


his Turk- firſt, made the ſeat of his warre at Adrianople, 


x SIT 4. ws Ae - a. 
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flew perjured Ladiſaus King of Hungaria, Bo- 
hemia,and Poland; the Cardinall {az ( and. 
other apoſtaraes) and took divers Princes cap- 
tives, overcame, and almoſt wholly foyled the 
greateſt ſtrength of Europe : Yet after dyed 


languiſhing under the walles of Croia, His fon 


Mahomet the 2, wan forceably Conſtantinople, 


ſlew Con#antine the Emperour : ſubje&ed like- 
wiſe to his dominions the Empire of Traby- 


 himſelfethe firſt day in his Ponrifcalibas,giving 
remiſſion of ſins and plenary indulgences to 


ſond;with all Greece, the adjacent Illands,with 
part of Italy. Selimus the 1,deſtroyed the King- 
dom of the Mamaluks , by that means adjoyn- 
ing the fertile ſoy] of Egipt to his former large 


Dominions. And in this age likewiſe were 
many garboyls, ſlaughters and ſtratagems of 
Chriſtians one againſt another. For Boxiface 


the 8, very: peremptorily , chalenged both the 
Ecclefiaſticall and Secular power, He took 
and gaue away Kingdoms at his pleaſure; and 
in the ſolemnizing of his Iubily , he ſhewed 


all : The next day he was arayed in Emperiall 


 Enfignes, commanding a naked ſword to be 


Cav. lib. 5. 
fol. 77VQs 


. carried before him, It is written of him, that 


he entred the Popedome by deceit, like a Fox; 


governed the ſame furiouſly, like a Wolfe;and 


Dog : cating his own fleſh, | 
Afﬀeer him there was a ſchiſm of Popes, Yrbax 
the ſixth, and Clement the fixth , ſent terrible 

bulls one againſt another into divers parts of 


ET the 


dyed { being impriſoned by Sierra ) mad like l 
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the world, and ſowed-defamatory-books;term- 
ing oneanother Schiſmatich, Heretick, Antichriſt, | 


7:e the 12, fought one with another,not for the 


good and union of Chriſtendom , the glory 


of God,or the freeing and purging the Churc 


# 


of. impure doctrine , but for principality and 


Prerogatiue,&c, | 
Lamentable therfore is it now, to conſider 
and think in theſe godleſſe times, whether 


Chriſts Spouſe was fled and expulſed. The 'ig- 


norant and beſorted Papiſts can truely brag of 


Fourefalſe no Viſibility, Vnaverſality, Conſent or Succeſ- 


notes of 
the true 


fion, but in vice, wickedneſſe, and irreligion . 


Church. Yet nevertheleſle, even then, God had his true 


5 


Speed. 


Church , and many noble Princes and learned 
Prelates rhen were truely religious. 


Lewisof Bavaria,German Emperonr,ſtrong- | 


ly reſiſted the Popes pride; denying his pardons 
and ſolely relying upon Chriſts merits. 
Francis Petrarcha taught the Maſſe to be 


_ avayleable neithenfor quick nordead;condem- 
ned Monks and Fryers; called Rome the whore 


of Babylon , the Schoole of errour, and the 
Temple of Hereſie, The like did one Richard 


ftz Raiph, Biſhop of Armagh alearned man, 


and Primate of Ireland. oh» Wickliffe alſo a 
rare Theologitan in Oxford touched liuely the 
manifold abuſes of the Popedome : Edvard 
the 3, and hn of Gaunt, the great Duke of 
Lancaſter were his royall friends, For when 


the Pope did beſtow Biſhopricks and Benefices 


in 


IN 


$2 OA Briefeof the Churches Eſtate,” 
' in England, which ſell void without the Kings 
erant ou privity. The truely noble King was 
therewith ſo ditcontented , that hee ſent ont 
commiſſions ard ſt11Q command ; that no man 
ſhould cicher preſentor indutt any: ſuch perſon, 
by the Pope ſo premored, without firſt the con» 
fent and good liking of the King; in regard it 
touched his prerogatiue, 

In like manner his nepew Richard the 2, de- 
crecd the Popesauthority to end with the Oce- 
an ſea; and thar it ſhould be lawfull for no 
man to appeal to Rome, or to execute any 
command comming from thence , On pain to 
looſe all his goods, and his body to perpetual 
priſon. For this.and \uch other enacted ſtatutes 
Richard loſt the Crown, and wis compelled 
to deliver and refign the ſame to a devoted 
Romaniſis Hexry the 4 4 > who repenting of that: 
nalawfull uſurpation, at his laft end, deteſted 
and curſed the Popes knaveric : ſhewing with- 
all , by the Popes wicked conſent and inſtigati- 

ON, his own unjuſt intruſion, But his warlike 
and martiall ſon Henry the 5, with ſtrong and 
high hand, not onely held what his father had 
gotten ; but by the fuſe and politick counſelt 
of the Clergie, affayled and ſubdued France ; 
was acknowledged future and ſucceeding g King, 
Grendmo. marryed the daughter:and fleſhed in bloudſhed, 
_ to forſook his old and ever faithfull ſervant Fox As 
"9 7* Sir 7ohn OldcaFile Lord of Cobham , who by & Mooue 


thecruell tyrannie of the Clergie Gfoned mar- PEats, 
-__ . for the a of the truth and 
teſtimony 
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teſtimony of a good conſcience. Andin this 
Gentleman appeared the right marks of true 
Nobility : who although hee was by the kinde 
and loving King firſt admoniſhed, with promi- 
ſes of large and. great preferments,ihen threat- 
ned with the rigour and ſeverity of enſuyng 
puniſhments : yet nothing could allure, deter, 


or ſeperate him from the louc of God which 


he had in Chriſt Iefus his Lord and Saviour. 
_ .. Many other famous men there were , who 
willingly endured torments, undergoing 
death for the right profeſſion of the Goſpell. 

| For the Emperour Sgifmond, perceiving a 


contiuuance of ſchiſm aud diviſion in the 


Church by Popes in ſcverall places at once; cal- 
{ed the Councell of Confans, where notwith- 
ſtanding ſafe condu@ promiſed, and by Empe- 
riall decree grantedand aſſigned, lob Hwſe,and 
Terom of Prague -were both burned, for in- 
\ veighing againſt Images, Pardons , Idolatrous 


ſuperſtition,and truely expoundingand preach 


ing Chriſtand his Goſpell. - 

* Andamongſ\t the Popes theſelues,I find one, 
& no more,to be wel addited: Aiexander 5, re- 
puteda learned worthy and godly man,choſen 
Pope by the conſent of all in the Councell of 


Pice : ſo very liberall to the poore, that he lefe 
nothirg to himſelfe ; and was therefore called 


theBeggarly Pope. All his words and exhorta« 
tions were to peace and concord. He continu« 


ed but 8-moneths; its thought he was poyſo-. 
ncd, Rome could never brook honeſty. 


—_ Others 


k 0 
=; p iC — 7,0 F > 4 Id. A l "I w oa 
ne a 0 IT ETD TIO Ro OO OO OT TO OO. OO POE IIS ” u . ne 


3a OA Briefe of the Churches Effate; 
Oihers alfo , made the. truth flouriſh : As Saves 
norola, Picus, Mirandula, Fraſmus Rotorodamus*: 
but the moſt of them were affliged, tortured, 
and tormented. So that.in this age betwixt 
Gog and Magog, the Pope it:ing inthe Tem- 
l ple. of God; and the Turke, an oper-and pro 
feſſed enemy : the truth and light of Gods 
word was: ſcarcely to be diſcerned amoregſt 
men ; yea, drivenand forced into a narrow and 
ſmall compaſſe,: and almoſt baniſhed from ihe 
facc of the earth, &c i 


CHAP. XVII. 
— Tuba Septima. Tos 
- The Kinmgaom of this World is Chriffs,&c,  * 
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Am Dom. PHE ſeventh age or blaſt, began at the 

154le reare 1541, after which ended, there 
qaitbe no more time, but a.generall deſola- 
tion of all earthly things. Let every one re- | 
pent. readily of his former lewdfiefſe; and 
know thatas the tree falleth ſo it lyeih ; vis. 
whenſoever a man-dyeth, that may he account 
to be his own particular jadgment day : for af- 
ter the ſeparaizon of ſouleand body out of this 
tranſirory life, there is no more place and 
time of repentance.. The ſoule inſtantly depar- 
teth , either into pleaſant paradice and celcitial 
reſt: or;ntohell,etcrnall paines, and utter 
condemn ation. --Purgatory is no mean; but a 
Popiſh fiction. ., never mentioned in the'Scrip= 
tres, and therfore finaily to be rejeted. To 
ine EET 
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that endand purpoſe letievery one ſtriipto get 
the knowledge and underſtanding of heavenly. 


' 


- 
_- 


myſteries, thereby to be- made through Ehriſts 
ſufferings a member and {ubjed& in the Lords * The 24 
Kingdom, there to ragin with-him for. ever, na F 
according 2s. in this: place: hee hath promiſed, (15 hed 
And verily the word of- Godis4ruc and Tightey withwhite 


ousaltogether ;. itis Yexand Amen, : not. one [Pe 


having on 


jot thereof ſhall faile, For now the * 24. Elders theirheads 


did fall down, and praiſed iGod ;. that-js., the won of 

| | ' *s : ” 9. ay r "A 13. tO». YO | , arc 
whole. body: of the Scriptures. .begajr 40: be 5.5 2 wi 
more fully, truely, and:plainly tanghitand pubs tors of the 


ſhed by M; Larherand others, who took; ogca- old Telta- 
, 11e0.Of ; nai MENT, V2 
Kon upon the evill lines -of the ;popes.; and Marat 


their impudent. Miniters,. to. call theirindul- ph, 2.54 


gences and: pardons. intq. queſtion, to,argyg muel.4 Da- 
againſt his ſupremacy. And gaue in thoſe chings 2/45 342” 
ſuch a light to orher learned Prelats: Phillip Mes 14,7 10b, 
landion,Initus Ionas,Peter Martyr,and others, that hong me 

by their 1 Fr iQU<.DALS 7 fGrelearning P45, 9: 1- 
by their induſtrious pains & cxquilirelearning, 7:24 27." 


through the grace of. God, the Fox was ſo ful: remab, 11 


ly unkennelled. : char for the ſatisfaQign of Exekiel, 12 
the Proteſtants deſires there was a Cotncell w"vh 3 
called by the Emperour Chaztes the's, at Rati(< Joc, 15 4- 


bonein Germany, to.talkand treat upon Re. 2%, '6 O« 

ligion :- Melandton, Bucer and Pifterias were ape j%1719- 
eh, 19 Nghum, 20 Hu'bicuck,, 21. Zepbanich,' 22 Haggia, 23; Zechuin, gh Malge 
chi : All ihefe are clothed with purity in reiteton ,. and arte like Kings, ialarg. 
in Gods Kingdom. The 4 Beaſts ( Vorſ77. ) are the 4 Evangelifts . Mattherp 
M th, Lukzand Tohn, endued, as all Gods Mwmiſters-ovght to be, with "Heng 
tirade, Iike a Lyon; patience, hike a Calfe; prudence, as a man; and with con- 
tempt of worldly matters, hke an Eagle. . Thz two Waitnefle (Rev. I1.) may ve. 
ry well intimate the*rwo Teftaments:' yet ir may be andeiftood of oll Gods Mie 
nikers; in regard this word (two) troceth a fufficient number to teldFe the truth, 


H 3 pointed 
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poinred: Champions for the Proteſtants ; Pf 
tins, Grapper; and fhamelefſe Fechins for the Pa: 
 piſts, The'truth in thar Aﬀembly prevailed, al- 
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© though-by Pope and Ceſar oppoſed,” - 


_ - + Af this tjme-the Duke of Saxony was the 
_ wotthieſt:patron-;:and defendor of the- right 
| profeſſors: expoling goods , lands and life Mm 
their-cauſe and defence, and for their ſakes, to 
= a | 
. Herein-Fngland our Henry the's,” of famous 
__ memory54nade great alteration of things with- | 
+ in his Realm : Hee reformed the ſtate of the 
_ Common-weulth, by making divers moſt ho- 
neſt andgodly lawes, to the great profit as well 
of himſclfe, as of hispeople and ſubjes, He 
 denyed'theipopes ſupremacy; baniſhed, expul- 
 {edandaboliſhed histiſurped power, and pre« 
rogatiue , out of all his dominions ; redreſſed 
and reformed the ſtate of Religion ; diminiſh- 
_ ed ſuperſtition. and- idolatry, forbade pilgr 
mage; pulled down Abbeies and Monalteries, 
| rooting out. the Romiſh Sets, which mait- 
_ rained falſe worſhipping of God: but he great- 
ly advanced, furthered and ſer forth the true 
knowledge of Gods word, :nd all other ho- 
_ neſt learningand Sciences : And for that end, 
founded and augmented two notable Colled- c1,n, * 
- ges, Oneat Oxford,and another at Cambridg, Churck. | 
peſides- many free Schooles in other parts of Tiny... 
51 England. | a es SR EN Colledg. 
His two Royall children, ZdWvard and E/- , 
z4bcth .of memorable fame, hath imitated - 
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| his ſteps; tothe glor ww God ;. their own lab 


yation;; ecernall praiſe and co tomendirivo..- 


Herman Archbiſhop, and Prince EleQtor, of 


Colein, calling together his Dioceſe, cctrer- 


priſeth .a reformation of: his: Churches, and 


therefore cauſeth a book to be. drawn. Y which 
he commanded the Canons:to examine by tlit 


Scripture : - but they. rebellioufly denying -bis 
requeſt, and not ſatisfying: his godly motion, 


dcefire and expectation ;- he accoumtediof them 
as they were;dul}, and ancapable of'retruth, 
and therefore wiſely ſent. for Bucer to Argen- 
tyne, and appointed him to preach at Bonna 
within his juri{dition. 

Divers other Biſhops conſtantly avowed, the 


firſt, Apoſtolicall,and faving faith to be loſt;po- 
piſh alicons idle, fooltſhand idolatrous; god- 
Jlyand zealouſly maintaining onely two Sa- 
craments : rejecting mans werits and-pardons : 


Mdacknowledgingalt our goodTtobe of faith 


upon Chriſt his mercies towards us. 


Gods ſpirit and” grace :alfo moved the 


Ele&or Polaine of Rhine to reform the do- 
Erine and apiſhceremonies within his precin& 


of governmem .Commanding the nſe of pub- 


lick prayers and fervice.in- their common lan- 
guage and mother tongue. 


So likewiſe did the' worthy Enna fate of 


Haſsia, proteſting againſt the ever aided COUN= 
cell of Trident,&c. 

By theſe, and ſuch like godly cxamples,the 
Nobility of Scotland, inthe minority of our 
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icons Sowbraignt) beimpinovied; refolutely 
caſt off uhepopiſhflaveric: and the land being 
mow ,-with ours ,:-in our:gracious Kings tile, 
conjoynedand made Great B Britain,hath-ſhaken 
off: the Popes heavieyokeand: burden. : . : 
iMany other: Princes ;:. aid free Eſtates.,; in 
France wo Fi exherc ,. have done the like : 
ard by -Gods goodnefſe, Truth hath almoſt 
now oVercome all her enemies, and hath got- 
xn the victory :. to God therefore bee - 
43 Jawd; honour and praiſe, henceforth - 
I. © CVer. 
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COLLECTIONS IN _ 


WAY OF VSE FROM THE 
fore: going. T1 CR i 


VT .now that. this Short and Brief | 
Bris of the Church Eſtate, may the 

ſooner proue effeQtuall , and beneficiall, 
to thoſe which ſhall peruſe the ſame hereafter : 
Theſe few colle&ions thereout enſuying, ſhall 


ſufficeand ſatisfie the moderate humour of the 


reaſonable,&c. 

Firſt, wheras the ignorant lay Papiſts, being 
altogether blindfolded, boaſt of the Viſibili- 
ty of the Church: making ita ſpeciall mark of 


_.. theirs: thatopinion is here largely contradifted, 


in regard the Popes themſclues are apoſtatz 
and degenerated, having loſt the firſt faith , 


which is the true Catholike faith : and that 


there is craftily crept in amongſt them a ſecond | 
faith , which is falſe and counterſoie. But ne- 


venhclelſe to avoide all bawling contentions _ 


with them , and wholly to ſtop the mouthes 
of the moſt impudent : In this our former 
and precedent Treatiſe, ſome pithy examples 
areproduced and ſet down from time to time, 
to prouc the Orthodoxe Church(although lit- 
tle) yet pparaat and viſible : which thing ne- 
| cellarily 
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cefſarily neither is, nor ought to be required: 
*For under the Law , Eliah was a ſele@ perſon, 
divinely inſpired , yet ſaw noo outward. appea- 
rance of Gods children , but himſelfe onely. 
1 King 19. Notwithſtanding then God had 7000; choſen 
20,5 18, jnIfracl: Man ſeeth and perceiveth not like 
God. $0 that in every age, wee cannot know 
or diſcern everie gedly perſon ; but his true 
Church is ſcattered and diſperſed into all the 
parts andcorners of the world,&c,* * 
* . Ninivic was ſpared for 12000 infants there= 


{ 
| 
' 
{ 
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in Saints, &c. 
of Teroboams wasa godles and perverſe Idohater : 
3 King. 14. yet hada child whom God loved and tooke 
F unto him; yea, many ſtrangers and aliens in 


regard of viſible ſemblance are freely Ele&ed:: 
Jer. 39. 18. Ebedmelech the Morian, deſcended from impi- 
ous Cham; of the ſame ſtock and progeny the 


Eunuch of Ethiopia the Queen of Candaces 
As 8.37, Treaſurer,and the godly theefupon the Croſte, rat 13.45; 
nag mas with others of all nationsinnumerable &c.e con- 


_ tra,many iſſued from holy parents, taught and 
brought up in learning and vertue doe often ; 
Een.9. 22. fall away and are reprobates, Cham,FEfan,_Achi- Fg vl 
Non.9. '5 tophel, Saul, Apoſtolick Isdas, and Pauls (choller 1 Sam. 16:2 
2 Tim.4-10 Demas ; weareall freely choſen by grace, and Luk 22-3+ 
God knoweth ere ever we be born , who are 


his, &c. Rom.9. 11,&c. 


ogy  Vniverſatiry, which they talk and prattle on 


:; —* ſo much,is no note of the true, but Antichriſti. 
Rom. 9.23 an- Church. Gyants , Pagans, and worldly 
(Emmet ® minded men iit the two firit ages, Hereticks, 


.- — + away wor w wwe .onond 
% 
- 


1.Ring.1t, Ten Tribes worſhipped and adored , golden:s 
Wo 


{( 67) 
Saricens, Thrkes, and vitious livers-ir this)af 
age; hath in multitude farte-excoeded the god- 


ly. Tares, and other weeds, 'Srow::110 more 


« &+ 3 a 


plentifull mcafure , then -ood corn :  Hurtfull 


and noy{ome creatures doe multiply and 'in- 


creaſe. Kore then others. Vertue 15a mean be- 
twixt two vices. - All thelIfraelites depar:n 
from: Agipt were rebcts faving Caleb & Dſaah. 


Calues at Dan and Bethel. And to conclude 


this point, the moſt part of men ſeek their 


own liberty, follow their own unlawfull laſts; 
and: run-headlong to all evill ; according..as 
Chriſt hath taught us. i: is the wide gate and 
broad way that leadeth to deſtrution, and ma- 
ny there be which goein thereat; butthe way 


15 narrow that ladth tO I od and few there 


_ + - be tharfandeit, 


Third. 


Conſent neither is, nor can hos badge of 


their Church : for there hath been great Givi- 


—_ 2:Go 


F + 


Gen.6.4. 


Matb.7. 12 
4. 


ſions,and variance of opinions amongſt them-. 
ſelues about the approbatzon of their divers ins 
vented ceremonics;, infomuck thar.the rancor: 


 &malicefrom thence hatched & kindled,burtt: 
Out very often into extreme violence and out- 
ragious behaviour. For Formoſus Bomtface, tac 6, 


Ste phen the. 6, Romance, Tocod.. 2, Iobm 10; 


= the 4, Leo the 5, Chriſtopher, and Sergins ;- 
ten ſucceeding one another , : aboue  twen=-: 


tie yearcs', Vilified and condemned One . 


anothersattes, decrees; and canons :. there- 
fore where is. NOW theirunion and conſent, - 
> = which 


s 


Fourth, 


(6: n 1 

which they fo often brag and boaſt-off., 

- Succeſſion cannotthe Papiſts truely chalenge 
in theſe ſeverall refpeds. - 

1 Peter had neither god nor G Lakhs Pope AR.3,6; 
hath many millions of treaſure; 

2 He humbly contrite and penitent for his Luk 2.62 
finnes;,they arrogant ſupporting vice and wic- 


_ Kedneſle, and ſtubbornly: wallowing in their 


filthineſſe. 


3 He raught obedience to Rulersand Civill x 1 Pet, 207$ 
Magiſtrates; they diſobedience ,depoling _y 


_ anddiſfoling of their Kingdomes. 


Joh. .$.44- 


4 He was perſecuted,and nobly fuffred Mars Feet bift k. 
tyrdome; they perſecute the odly , which 25+ 
not their mark upon them, with fire and m_ : 


Witnefle our own Chronicles, &c. 


$-.Further they changed the place of their Cer lb, 5+ 
Epiſcopall reſidence. Ctement the 5 , made his-f% +562. 
Papal ſcat at Avignionin IT others af- 
ter Jim about 80.yeares. 

6 Laſtly, their manger of tives were never 
anſwerable-and corr clpondent to tneir office 
and calling. There. were blaſphemers., con-- Tiles 
 jarers, incettuous, warricrs, and others : wher-'1, tin; 3 
ia not vitious? Therefore as. the Scribes and: 
Phariſees were. of the ſtock and linage of £2. 
brabars, and. fate in. the chaire of: Meſes, yet - 
were the children of the devill :. ſo thePop es 
are ſuccefiours to Peter and Lucifer ; for in the T 
beginning he was created an Angell of light: 
bur not contented with his gallantand high 
rs would nceds ve aboue all other Angels; 


— 4 = mow: + FR 


2c Bo Yea, 


7 
. — 


(63) | 
yea; like God -himſelfe : and: therefore for his: [) 
pride was worthily thrown down to hell. S&::Then ſurs * 
the Pope; diicea cliicte paſtor, aſtining;ftarr , ceſſourrs 
 andaſpccall member m the Church of God, THe 
and amongſt the Miniſters thereof: but not f 
_ content with that cxcellent office and funftion; 
he Wwould'be aboue themall : he would be like _ 
the Son of God int forgiving and pardoning: he. 
would behis Vicar and Vicegerent; nay,aboue 
_ *himindiſpenſingand contradifting the everli- 
ving word of God. Which thing leſus Chriſt 
never tookuponkim:who came to fulfill; and 
not to break his Fatiiers will. Is not the pope 
rightly therfore termed Lucifer and Antichriſt? 
Who notwithſtanding his pardons, dirges, _ 
maſſes, and ſuch like,fhall be made heir of eter- 
' nall fixe:with the devill-andhis.curfed- Angels? | 
Which fearfiti and kell-ſhpunifhments, thac 
we may the better flie and eſchew; letall theſe 
examples warn and arm us wiſely to take heed) 
of this Man of Sin : let not the pleaſantneſſe 
of his ſumptuous and goodly buildings, I mean 
his ceremonies, traditions,(now in the ground). 
delight and inchantus ; but let the holy Scrip-. 
tures) the old and new Teſtament, bee the 
{quare and rule to'diret and guide us in all our 
thoughts, words and works. 

For conſider and krfpwiertainly ,. that the 
worlds decrepitand neeran cnd, our judge- 
ment draweth on and haſteneth :. till which: 
time the Lord in mercy wiltfrom time to time 


—_— 
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call home his full number of all Nations to: 
Z RPTIET 


(64), 
the faxth: in Chriſt, -£yenito the. end of: the ; 


EN world: if;1 * 11 vt 23% Ty AP. 


We thetefore having a theſe Myſteries and; 

holy Secrets of God , manifeſted and known: 
unto us: in afſared hop e and expectation of the: 
finall performance. pb tulfilling of. the fame>- 


let'us betimes deny allungodlines ahi world-: 
ly luſts * and live foberly arid righteoufly and; 


godly in this preſent wicked world: that being- 


prepared, and having our lampsfull and ready, 


at his ſodaine comming , and our bodies:made 


conformable to Chriſt his glorious: body, :wce. 


may meet him ;oytully,andgoe and rajgn- with 
him triumphantly in his blefſed Kingdome : 
Ynto the which olorious cftate and nappines,, 

| Hee that made and created us.,: bringus; 


- through the merdies of. his OW "; 


2nd our:Teſ us. Even:(d,. 
Ame he 
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BE DSOFSIOS KON 


F#HE TEN GREAT AND 
_ _ Generall perſecutions of the Chriſtians 
_ were under theſe ſucceeding Roman 
EMPEROY/ Rs. 


1 Domitius Nero. 
2 Domitiants. 
3 Tratantis. 
4 Marcus © Aurelius Verus, 
5 Severas, 
6 M AXIM1NHS a 
7 Decins. 
$ YValerianns. 
9 CAurelianus. 
10 Dizocleſiantse 


Pablick proclamations were made through- 
out the whole Roman Empire in the raignes 
of theſe aforeſaid ſeverall Emperouts, to kill 
and murder alt Chriſtians , and utterly to ab@- 
liſh and extirpate Chriſtianity, &c. 

There hath been many moe perſccutions , 
but none ſo generall , and in ſo-many ſevcrall 
Provinces at oncand the fame time, 
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